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ENERGY ECONOMICS GREECE 


BRIEFS 


USSR OIL IMPORTS THROUGH LIBYA--Industry Minister Peponis said that in the context 
of the effort to limit the pollution of the environment the government decided to 
increase the imports of oil Libya procures from the Soviet Union without, however, 
altering our total crude oil imports from the USSR. Peponis added that the Public 
Power Corporation /DEI/ plant at Kerateini will not be in operation this year and 
its /crude oi]/ masut reserves whose sulfur content is small will be channeled to 
consumption. It is believed that the suspension of the Keratsini DEI plant 
operation and the supply of fuel of small sulfur content to the Attiki basin 
industrial units will contribute effectively to the decrease of atmospheric 
pollution. /id. Note: It is believed that the announcement of the minister of 
industry about increasing the quantity of Libyan oil purchased from the USSR was 
the cause of cancelling tiw publication of a statement by Deputy Minister of 
Commerce I, Papaspyrou who leaves tomorrow for Libya for the signing of a bi-statal 
agreement for the purchase of oil. According to reports, the increase in purchases 
of Libyan oil through the USSR, as Peponis announced, will result in the reduction 


of quantities of oil Greece py be from Libya on the basis of the 
ppm Papaspyrou will sign./ /ixcerpt/ /Athens 1 KATHIMERINI in Greek 9 Jan 
81 p 7/ 7520 . 


ADDITIONAL OIL DRILLINGS--The Public Petroleum Corporation /DEP/ will undertake 
extensive explorations for oil and natural gas in sea areas south of Peloponnisos 
and Crete and in the land areas of Aitoloakarnania and Ipeiros as well as in the 
Thermaikos Ray and the Jonian and Aegean lslands (mainly Thasos Island). This 
was announced yesterday by Ministers of Coordination and Industry A. Lasaris and 
A. Paponis, respectively, who explained the government's energy policy as stated 
in the 1982 investment and production program. They also announced that: a) it 
is possible that the explorations may again start in the Thasos area; b) a drill 
for land drillings will be purchased this year; and c) the agreement with the 
Shell /0il Co./ for explorations in the Thermaikos Bay will be cancelled end DEP 
will undertake this project. Peponis also said that the DEI Keratsini plant will 
not operate this year. /Excerpt, /ithens TO VIMA in Greek 9 Jan 82 p 7 7520 


CSO: 621/137 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS NORWAY 


PLANS FOR OFFSHORE EXPLORATION, PRODUCTION IN 1982 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 24 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Jan Ove Ekeberg| 


[Text] Production of oil and gas on the Norwegian continental shelf will 
drop from 50 million tons per year to about 49 million tons next year. The 
reason is that no new fields are able to replace decreasing production in 
the Ekofisk field. As a result of this, the country can expect reduced 
revenues by 2 percent, or about 600 million kroner. Investments on the shelf 
will rise from about 9 billion during the entire period of 1979 to 1981 to 

12 billion kroner next year. Exploration on the shelf will concentrate on 
already discovered fields. 


Activities on the Norwegian continental shelf will not be less interesting 
because of this, however. New information on fields such as Haltenbanken 
off Trondelag and Tromsoflaket are of interest in long-term planning. The 
4ecreased revenues from the Norwegian shelf will be brief. Already in 1983 
production will rise again when Statfjord-B begins operation. At the end 
of this decade production probably will be up to 60 million tons. At that 
time all th-ee platforms at Statfjord will be operating. By that time 
Gullblokka also will be responsible for considerable production, 


Stati jord 


Drilling for production at Statfjord-B will begin early this spring around 
the end of March or beginning of April. Around Christmas next year actual 
production will begin. At that time the platform will produce at least 
150,000 tons of oil daily. 


Statfjord-A, which began production in 1979, continues to set new records. 
Production now is around 250,000 tons of oil per day. The value of this 
oil is million kroner--each day, 


As we know, construction of Statfjord-C is well under way. Early next year 
the bottom section will be towed out into Gandsfjorden near Stavanger and 











Norwegian contractors will continue pouring cement sections there. Next 
year the actual deck of the platform will begin to take shape. Several large 
contracts on the C-platform will be open for bids next year. 


The cargo derrick for B, which now is under construction in Germany, will be 
taken to Stord Verft where it will be assembled. It will be in place in 
August. 


Frigg, Odin, and Valhail 


Elf will begin production drilling at northeast Frigg early next year. An 
H-3 rig from Aker Verdal will be connected to the pipeline network from 

Frigg to St. Fergus in Scotland. The rig will not begin producing gas until 
the end of 1983 or beginning of 1984, however. This time will be required to 
lay the pipeline and box holes, 


Esso is beginning a similar project in the neighboring Odin field. A steel 
framework constructed at a Spanish shipyard will be towed there next year. 
The actual platform deck will be constructed at sea. An Aker H-3 rig will 
be converted to a construction platform and lie on the framework until the 
work is complete. Gas from the Odin field also will be connected to the 
Frigg pipeline. Production is expected to begin in 1984 at the earliest. 


In the Valhall field just south of Ekofisk, construction will be complete 
next year. At that time three small platforms will be ready to produce both 
oil and gas. Production will begin in 1983 and both the oil and the gas 

will be transported through the Ekofisk pipelines to Teeside in Great Britain 
and Emden in West Germany. 


During the second half of 1982 a number of contracts will be signed for 
further construction work at Gullblokka. The first platform has been 
ordered already. The second platform will be ordered next year and will be 
in production in 1987. Gullblokka probably is an extremely rich field. 


Statpipe 


Many contracts also will be signed for construction of the Statpipe pipeline 
to Karsto and from there to the Ekofisk pipeline. These contracts will be 
of little benefit to Norwegian industry. The steel pipes for the pipeline 
will not be constructed in Norway. In addition, no Norwegian company can 
assume responsibility for laying the pipeline. 


The pipeline will not be layed until 1983 or 1984. Next year work will be 

done on land. Studies will be made before construction of the gas terminal 
at Karsto and blasting will begin where the pipeline will travel over land. 
This work will begin already in February. In addition, extensive planning 

remains for the project. 




















Exploration 


In addition, exploration will continue with about. 10 rigs in the North Sea. 
These rigs will bore 35 holes. Of greatest interest is the continued boring 
at Tromsoflaket and Haltenbanken. The results found at these fields could 
be of great significance for the future oil policy. Continued boring at 
34/10, Gullblokka, will also be followed with great interest. 


In region 31 boring will continue in blocks 6 and 2. Of primary interest 
here is the question of how thick the gas layer is. If, as preliminary 
studies may indicate, the gas layer varies between 10 and 50 meters the gas 
in this region is at least as important as the oil, The Sleipner field 
will be examined further also, 


In other words, exploration will continue primarily in already discovered 
fields. There will be no extensive "wildcatting"--expioration in totally 
unknown regions--in 1982. 


9336 
CSO:3108/45 























ENERGY ECONOMICS NORWAY 


BRIEFS 


CONTRACT FOR STATOIL--Stavanger--Statoil, which operates the pipeline com- 
pany Statpipe, has issued contracts amounting to 650 million kroner for 
consulting and engineering work related to the pipeline from Statfjord to 
Karsto and Ekofisk. The largest contract, worth over 600 million kroner, 
was given to Fluor Ocean Services Lid. ef London, which will act as main 
Consultant for the pipeline. [Text] [Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 
22 Dec 81 p 3] 9336 


ULL SECTOR RESEARCH CRITICIZED--Norway must take all the risks involved in 
o/1 activities in this country--while the oil companies keep an undeservedly 
large share of the profits, This is the main conclusion in a research 
report written by Helge Godo. He has conducted oil .-esea'ch for 4 years 

at Rogaland Research and at the Labor Psychology Institute in Oslo. The 
report sharply criticizes the international oil companies and Norwegian 

oil policies. The lack of balance between risks and profits is perhaps the 
most important, but least publicized, consequence of the present oil policy 
in Norway. This means that each year Norway loses billions of kroner, 
according to the report. Godo points out that the tax regulations transfer 
the risk from the companies to the state and assure the companies complete 
or more than complete repayment of their investments, in addition to profits. 
Godo stated that Norway also bears the loss of human lives as well as social 
and ecolegical damage. Norway also has taken great political risks which 
the multinational corporations are unable and unwilling to bear. [Text] 
[Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 22 Dec 81 p 3] 9336 


CSO:3108/45 














ECONOMIC GREECE 


EFFECTS OF NEW ECONOMIC EFFORTS ON WORKERS \NALYZED 


Positive, Negative Effects 





Athens TA NEA in Greek 31 Dec 81 pp 13, 17 


ext/ Since two Sunday evenings ago, all Greek civil servants end employees and 

extension all private employees and wage earners think of nothing else but the 
impact the first cluster of economic measures announced on TV by Premier 
Papandreou will have on lining their pocketbooks with more money. And those who 
made the right calculations through simple arithmetic have discovered that at 
least for two-thirds of the civil servants, the increases ers. as Finance Minister 
Drettakis said, between 22.2 and 48 percent which means that for the remaining 
one-third the increases will be smaller. 


The Cost 


On the other hand, the market place too made its own calculations and found that 
these measures are characterized by a strong "cross-eyed posture" since they look 
on the one hand at the low waze earners and on the other hand at strengthening 
demand and therefore at increasing production and the resurgence of the economy. 


But there are also the employers/businessmen who, by their own calculations, find 
that their computers "oreak down" under the weight of operational cost and the 
productive process in general and they er. ilready wondering whom to blamet 


There are also the so-called privileged, highly paid persons who see in the 
goverrment's income policies a contraction of the general wage level and argue 

that their higher incomes are not giveaways but tied to the corresponding parameters 
such as, for instance, promotions, rank, professional specialization, family allow- 
ances, etc. And since many of them, especially in the private sector, happen to 

be playing a leading role in the productive process, they "swear" already that 

they will adjust their effectiveness and productivity to the level of compensation 
as shaped by these arrangements. 


There is, finally, the Greek economy which today is facing recession or crisis, 
as Premier Papandreou said, ani which is burdened by a deficit in the overall 
public sectcr reaching 350 billion drachmas. To assess the positive or possible 
negative effects of the first cluster of economic measures in the Greek economy, 
one needs to feed a large electronic computer with the measures of the second 
"cluster" which will also include the tax arrangements. 




















Analytically 


More analytically, an initial assessment of the recent economic measures renders 
the following findings with regard to the "gains" and "losses" in the pockets of 
the Greek working people, the cash registers of commercial and industrial enter- 
prises and to the empty coffers of the public sectors: 


Working People 


As annnounced by Finance Minister Man. Drettakis and as reported by TA NEA on 16 
December, two-thirds of the civil servants will receive increases which are 
substantial with further improvement forthcoming through the indexing of the tax 
scale and the increase in the deductible limits. To affirm this increase of 
incomes which will range from 22.3 percent to 40 percent, the minister made public 
the related data. Of course, these arrangements which significantly strengthen 
the incomes of low employees are expected to inflate excessively the adminis- 
trative (personnel, expenditures of public administration (in a narrow sense) or 
the known deficit of 350 billion drachmas of the broader public sector (together 
with today's deficit-ridden public enterprises and agencies), Now, how to cover 
these deficits or at least the expenditures which will result just from the social 
income policy announced on Sunday last ty Papandreou is a big headache for the 
minister of finance (with secret fears on the part of small and hig tax dodgers 
and other suspicions... ). 


For those working in the private sector, it is estimated that if these measures 
"affect" their compensation status, their incomes will be shaped approximately as 
follows: 


a. The minimum daily wage will rise to 625 drachmas as of 1 November 1981 and to 
825 beginning 1 January 1982 compared to 600 at the end of October 1961. The 
increase equals % percent, 


b. The minimum monthly salaries will rise to 13,578 drachmas as of 1 November 1961 
and to 18,578 beginning 1 January 1982 compared to 13,075 at the end of Cctober, 
The increase equals 43 percent, 


c. For those cases which provide a corrective increase from collective agreements, 
a 3 percent increase in the basic salary of a public servent at the 10th grade will 
be given as of 1 November 1961. As of 1 January 1962 the arrangements for civil 
servants will be adjusted to the collective agreements. 


The Market Flace 


It is evident that the market place expects a great deal from the strengthened 
incomes of the low wage earners. It expects strengthening the demand and liquida- 
ting large inventories which had recently been accumulated because of the reduced 
purchasing power of the consumers. Of course, the fact that the granting of the 
corrective increase coincides with the receipt of the Christmas bonus makes the 
merchants twice as happy since they well know that a revival in buying interest 
was expected anyway during the holidays (even more joyful for them). The reception 
of the government's economic measures was favorable in the market place for obvious 


reasons, 

















Moreover, the expediency of strengthening the income of the low wage earners these 
days together with the abolition of the ownership of a car of up to 80 horsepower 
as proof of income for tax purposes shows, according to the latest issue of 

O OIKONOMIKOS TAKHYDROMOS, that an indirect objective of the first set of economic 
measures is to increase the demand for automobiles. One in every three cars sold 
today in Greece is up to 1,100 cubic /ec/, i.e., 80 horses, This means that the 
abolition of the "tax assumption" turn, according to the findings of 0. 
OIKONOMIKOS TAKHYDROMOS, consumption to the purchase of such cars, a fact which 
will help the sales of cars escape the stagnation which has prevailed since last 
September (and as a result to increase the revenue from the heavy taxation of 
automobiles in Greece), 


The Small/Medium-Sized Business 


The small/medium Greek businessmen applauded the recent government economic 
measures because they satisfy issues which constitute basic problems of small 
businesses (regulation of insurance contribution, improvement and financing, etc.). 
Of course, the small/medium businessmen saw only the visible and specific solutions 
to their problems, There ara also, however, "invisible" ones or rather those of 
the income policy, which increase at the percentages mentioned above the incomes of 
those employed in the private sector (if we take as the basis the arrangements 

made for civil servants), This means that for those small businesses having not 
only "self-employeds" but also employees, the labor cost will go up since these 
increases will apply fully to the salaries and wages of those working in ‘them 
because they are mostly low. It is expected, therefore, that the labor cost will 
go up faster and consequently the cost of their products will increase (where will 
they shift this cost?). 





Industry 


The effect of the incomes policy on industry will be inversely proportional to 

the average salaries and wages of those working in industry. Specifically, 
according to certain calculations, the new levels of labor cost will burden the 
cost of industrial products by approximately 10 percent, without including the 
effect of the 3-year increase (up to 20 percent), the reduction of the working 
period by 1 hour (up to 2.5 percent) and the additional weeks of leave (2-1 
percent). If the last effects are not offset by an increase in productivity, 
inevitably they will be shifted to the cost of the products (write more accurately 
an increase in the price of products). 





Specifically, on the basis of assessments by the National itatistical Service, 

the average labor compensation at the end of 1981 was 25,000 drachmas. with the 
corrective increase it will become 29,500 dracihmas, that is, an 18 percent increase. 
With the cost of living adjustment which will be complete, the total increase 

in 1981 is estimated to reach 32 percent (with 21 percent inflation). This applies 
to the wage earners in industry. For salaried employees the estimated average 
compensation was, around the end of 1961, 38,000 drachmas. with the 3,000-drachma 
increase or 7.9 percent, it will be 38,000 drachmas(?). With the cost of living 
increase it will go up to 46,500 drachmas or 22 percent. For an employee with a 
salary of 80,000 drachmas per month, the total increase is estimated at approximately 


8 percent. 

















For certain industries using large quantities of water (textiles, finishing 
plants, etc.) the cost of production will be increased by another 2 percent due 
to the rise in water consumption rates. 


Deposits 


The forecasts on the effects of the recent economic measures on Greek banking are 
contradictory. ‘Some argue that the low wage employees who today are not among 
the main customers of banks will deposit their extra money in the banks, thus 
resulting in new accounts and increased deposits. On the other hand, however, 
the forecasts are pessimistic for the following reasons. 


a. Even with their increases the low wage earners have too many "holes" to plug 
and will opt to participate more actively in the purchase of basic items, such 
as household goods, even a car. This means that some of them will possibly 
"withdraw" some deposits they have to pay for these purchases. 


b. The middle income employees who have been until now the backbone of depositors 
will not have the economic ability, following the weaker increase of their salaries, 
to deposit the same or smaller sums in the banks. It is possible that the reduction 
of real income due to inflation together with the "bourgeois weaknesses" they 

have may lead them to withdraw money. 


c. beyond that, the restructuring--following the first set of economic measures--of 
the price rates of the Greek Telecommunications Organization Lore/ and water 

may have further negative effects on their real income. It is further noted that 
with the adjustment of the OTE rates--as stated by Premier Papandreou on TV--the 
deficits of the agency will be covered and if it is taken into account that the 

OTE deficit in 1980 had reached 1 billion drachmas--and of course it will be as 

much or even greater in 1961--then it follows that this arrangement alone will 

take out of the purchasing power of employees (low and high salary earners) more 
than 2 billion drachmas, 


Predictions for Future 


Athens TA NEA in Greek 31 Dec 81 p 17 


/Text/ In the meantime, the progress of certain magnitudes in the Greek economy 
shows that the developments and prospects are very disturbing unless the second 
cluster of measures the government will announce soon eliminates them, 


a. Labor Market. There is stagnancy in this market. The government's social 
policy of non-massive dismissals /of employees/ has had positive results until now. 
Moreover, according to our information, the demands submitted recently for mass 
dismissals are fewer than ever. In amy case, according to other reports, industry 
has given the government a 3-month time limit in its effort to help. In the event 
the measures to be announced do not reverse the present unfavorable climate, many 
enterprises will inevitably become bankrupt and as a result their employees will 
join the unemployed. 


b. Demand. The demand for retail sale products durin;; the third 1981 quarter was 
smaller by 9. percent compared to the first quarter of the same year. The 
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outlook is that this demand will be maintained at the same levels in the forthcoming 
months, Also the demand for exports is disappointing. It is anticipated that 1981 
will be the worst year since 1959 in the area of exports. 


c. Industrial Production. The overall picture of industrial production is at 
low levels with part of the productive personnel remaining unemployed. However, 
this downward trend has already been arrested. This does not in any way mean 
that the revival will be meaningful in the next few months. 


d. Investments. The investments in mechanical equipment during the first half 
of 1961 showed a drop by 29 percent compared to the corresponding 1980 period (in 
standard prices). Yet the outlook is uncertain, with the condition of course 
that the measures to be announced will reverse the present trends. 


But the assessment of the first cluster of economic measures cannot but be more 
inadequate as concerns the effect they will have on the purchasing power and the 
Greek economy if the second set of measures to be taken do not take into account 
the positive effects also which equally concern the consumers, the businessmen 
and other entrepreneurs. 


7520 
CSO: 621/128 
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ECONOMIC GREECE 


DSCISION TO CREATE HEAVY INDUSTRY ANNOUNCED 
Athens TO VIMA in Greek 9 Jan 82 pl 


{text/ A heavy state industry will be created with the establishment of large 
especially for exploiting the count: y's mineral wealth. Already it has 
been decided to establish: 


a. A petrochemical complex which will produce raw materials for plastic products; 
b. a plant which will use Greek bauxite for the production of alumina and aluminum; 
¢. plants for nickel, lead and sinc production (hydrometallurgy); and d. a plant 
for the production of (stainless) steel. 


The above decision is included in the goverment's investment program. At the same 
time, the goverment will undertake the development of social programs (hospitals, 
schools, child care centers, etc.) as well as projects promoting productivity 
(handicrafts, land reclamation, etc.). 


#ith regard to the heavy state industries it was announced that the petrochemical 
complex will not be built in the Mesolongion area but at a location to be announced 
soon. Modern technology will be used and will allow the production of raw 
materials for plastics from low and high density polyethylene. 


The alumina and aluminum plant will produce anmelly 125,000 tons of aluminum and 
625,000 tons of alumina (the raw material of alr.dnum), Iraq, which will contribute 
to the financing of the project, will purchase 100,000 tons of alumina annually 

and will also provide the oil for the operation of the new plant. 





The stainless steel factory will utilize the present nickel and chromium production 
and its annual yield will reach 60,000 tons. The project will be completed in 3 
years. Also, it is expected to reconstruct the whole circuit of the steel industry 
in order for Greek production to assume the proper competitiveness in the inter- 
national market. 


Speaking about public investments Lazaris said that specific information on the 
Public Investments Program /PDE/ will be given in a few weeks and that all projects 
are being reassessed from the point of view of expediency. 


The financing of the PE programs will be financed through loans (domestic and 
foreign) as well as through contributions of the regular budget. Lazaris said that 
the question is not what the state will get but who will benefit from it because, 
basically, this policy aims at increasing productivity in the public sector, 
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ECONOMIC GREECE 


HIGH YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT SCORED, MEASURES ANNOUNCED 
Athens I AVGI in Greek 13 Jan 82 p 5 


cerpts/ Unemployment plagues Greek youth, About two-thirds 
exactly 62.8 percent) of the total unemployed in urban and 
semi-urban centers of the country are young persons under 29 
years of age who represent about 25.6 percent of the total 
labor potential. 


The total unemployment in these centers reaches 5.8 percent according to a prelim- 
inary EEC survey which contradicts the findings of the Greek Services which until 
now has placed tie unemployment at 3 percent. 


This information, given during a press conference by Labor Force &mployment 
Organization /OAED/ President Th, Katsanevas, fully confirm the I AVGI revelation 
(30 December 1981) that unemployment in Greece (urban, semi-urban and provincial 
centers) fluctuates in the area of 6 to 7 percent of the total labor potential. 


Unemployment Measures 


Katsanevas announced that special OAD programs will subsidize new employment 
slots to be filled by young men (18 to 30 years of age). This subsidy will be 
increased by 20 to 40 percent of the minimum wages and salaries and will be in 
force for a period of 6 months from the date of hiring. The employer will be 
obligated to employ the subsidized persons for 6 more months and not to fire 
(during the year) any other working people except in certain exceptional cases. 


The cost of such subsidy will reach about 1 billion drachmas but according to the 
OAED president most of this subsidy will come from unemployment allowances. 
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ECONOMIC GREECE 





POSSIBLE USSR BOOST TO HARD-PRESSED SHIPPING INDUSTRY 
Athens O OIKONOMIKOS TAKHYDROMOS in Greek 2 Dec 81 p 65 
[Article by Nikos Simos: "The Soviets at Neorion Again?"7 


ext7 A formal and in fact a return visit by representatives of the Soviet Merchant 

ine--who appeared in our country as presumably Russian "shipowners"--gave the 
opportunity to touch upon a question of cooperation dDetween USSR and Greece with 
political, in a way, repercussions, 


In fact, there are no unresolved issues in Soviet-Greek shipping cooperation nor 
are any spectacular developments expected. But the Greek request that the Soviets 
use more Greek ships for their shipping of casgo apparently gave them the oppor- 
tunity to observe that politics should not interfere with questions of commercial 
cooperation, and that the commercial sector--which includes shipping cooperation-- 
must remain undisturbed by political expediencies. 


The hint is indirect but clear, It referred to the Soviet interest for the 

repair of auxiliary vessels of the Soviet Navy at the Neorion pyard/ in Syros, 
a cooperation which the previous goverment, without much thought but mainly under 
pressure from certain western countries, decided to terminate. The Soviet hint 
takes on possibly wider dimensions if we take into account their conment that 
because of the Soviet socio-economic system and the centralised and therefore 
infiexible character of the Soviet government it is more difficult for the Soviet 
"state shipowners" to convince their government to use more Greek merchant ships 
for Soviet transport than it is for Greek businessmen to convince their government 
about the desirability and the foreign exchange gain from the Soviet-Creek 
cooperation in the repairs sector. Beyond that, what other essential questions 
the visit of the Soviets was to settle is indicated by the fact that the next 
meeting with the Greek shipowners was set for 1963. 


Soviet Activity 


Nevertheless, the Greek interest in the use of more Greek ships for Soviet cargoes 
is justified at a time when the shipping market shows a sudden and disquieting 
depression while the Joviets have begun to be more active in shipping their own 
cargoes, Indeed, the international, and of course the Greek, shipping see with 
concern the total inactivity of the market. "Only a few months ago," we were told 
by a young shipowner, "I was able to charter a bulk carrier of medium size for 
7,800 dollars a day; now I have a hard time making 1,600 dollars. 
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This complete depression of the market is attributed to long-term effects of last 
spring's strike of the American coal miners. ‘his strike resulted in the accumula- 
tion of tonnage which under conditions of oversupply in shipping resulted in turn 
in disturbing the very sensitive balance between supply and demand for space. 

The effects of this will last for many months, This inactivity was increased, 

too, by the high interest rates which discouraged new investments in industry with 
the result of a limited movement not only of raw materials but of products as well. 
This condition, of course, enables shippers to depress even further the shipping 
rates. 


While the market presents this picture, the Chinese absorbed large cargoes of 
grain from the U.S. and now the Soviets have become active chartering tonnage 
but at low rates. 


This activity is not enough to revive the market which especially in the case of 
tankers is disheartening. Already there are in the Persian Gulf about 30 large 
tankers waiting for charter, With such imbalance between supply and demand for 
cargo space, the next few weeks will continue to be "heart-rending" for many 
shipowners. 
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&CONOM] C GREECE 


POSITIVE, NEGATIVE ASPECTS OCF CIVIL SERVICE BILL DISCUSSED 
Athens ZLZVTHEROTYPIA in Greek 30 Dec 81 pv § 
[Krticle by Viktor Netas: "Deep Incision Needed in Civil Service"7 


{é&xcerpts/ In 1961 the change in government opened new avenues for the country. It 
is not possible at this moment to assess achievenents. But it can be deduced from 
the government's programmatic statement and its actions thus far that significant 
changes are planned and will be underway with the beginning of the new year. 


Bills are being prepared and the most significant among them, referring to the 
civil service, has already been introduced. We should probably discuss this one 
more thoroughly because it is hot in every respect and because el] sides have 
noted from time to time the tremendous weaknesses of the state machinery. 


In any event, the introduction /In the Chamber of Deputies/ on Christmas ive of the 
bill on public administration was a surprise. It is not easy in a simple reading 
to assess its value and effectiveness, nor is it easy to identify its positive 

and negative--if there are any--points. It requires exhaustive and painstaking 
study and analysis in all its details. And above all it calls for a dialogue 

to hear the other point of view, the views of the civil servants to ascertain 
whether any of their established rights are hurt and which rights in particular... 
The dialogue is always useful in a democracy to avoid any misunderstandings. The 
government has no reason to avoid it on such a critical subject which is under- 
going a deep examination. 


lt is a fact that all recognize the need for such a deep review. First of all, 

the citizens who deal with the state, who suffer under the tyrannosaur of red tape. 
From this point of view the bill is positive because it opens the way for certain 
solutions which require courage and boldness because they have, anyway, some 
immediate political cost which must be assessed correctly. The problem is not to 
kill the grass together with the weeds. In other words, not to cause injustices 
because the government, as it has declared, is a government of all the Greeks and 
it has not come to establish a partisen state but a state of justice, equality 

and meritocracy. If it succeeds in doing just that, it will have made a tremendous 
contribution to the country. 


The goals of the bill as analyzed by the minister to the premier are: 
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ae To renovate the state machinery with new cadres which will be selected on the 
basis of merit. 


b. To limit to red tape as mch as possible. 


c. To eliminate the scourge of favor peddling which tortures the country and 
debases public life. 


d. To decentralize vertically by transferring responsibility to civil servants. 


e. To simplify time-consuming processes in the public administration (councils, 
committees, many signatures on decisions, etc.). 


let us analyze the targets, as briefly as possible, noting the present situation. 


Is it possible to have renewal without observing strictly the 35-year limit fof 
service/? Any violation of this rule is unacceptable because it creates "establish- 
ments" while at the same time hindering the renewal. At the same time, the 
abolition of the position of directors general and acting directors general opens 
the way to renewal with the entry into the state machinery of new cadres in the 
positions of special councilors and special associates which may also come from 

the civil servants following a strict selection with irreproachable criteria, 


The red tape is cut down since the seven signatures for each decision will be 
reduced to three. 


For the favor peddling problem, however, other measures will be needed. Let us not 
harbor illusions. It is not just the directors general who are responsible. We 
are all responsible and nothing can be accomplished unless we change our mentality, 
together with the purification of the state machinery and the implementation of 
irreproachable procedures which had been set aside by the previous governments 

with the hiring of thousands of employees as "extras" through the back door, while 
others who had succeeded in competitive examinations remained unemployed. 


At long last the civil servants mst shoulder their responsibilities and have the 
necessary authority so that the citizen will know whom he is addressing and who is 
solving his problems, 


Of course the abolition of the useless councils is imperative to free the state 
budget from unnecessary expenses and to end the saying that "when the Greeks are 
not thinking, they are thinking in committee." At the same time, the employee's 
participation in committees during his working hours should be done without 
additional pay. 


This column evaluates tle intentions of the government along general lines, as 
they appear from the draft law. But it must note two points: 


1, There is much talk about eccnomies. But without money and especially without 

rood pay for civil servants the state machinery cannot be renovated or activated. 

To attract the capable who have the necessary qualifications, they must be paid 

as much as they are offered in private industry which today attracts and uses them 
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properly. the economic benefit will come not from limiting salaries but from the 
rise in the efficiency of public administration and of the state machinery in 
general. This can be achieved only by attracting the best persons to serve the 
state and not those who are looking for a job to cover their semi-ignorance and 
incompetence, At long last let us have a modernized and merit based policy of 
cadres which will propel the capable to the top. 


2. [The new policy/ should not result in some people--who have worked hard and 

are working hard and are certainly productive, regardless of how they came into 
public service--finding themselves out of work. After all, they are not responsi- 
ble for the sins of previous governments which could now create a social problem 
and bitterness. In dealing with this entire problem, it is necessary to act 
responsibly, with caution and a spirit of justice. Of course, all this does not 
refer to those who hold several positions and who should be limited to one position, 
whoever they may be. 


We believe that the goverrment will live up to its promises and, as the government 
of all the Greeks, it will not treat unjustly anyone. 
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ECONOMIC GREECE 


NEW ECONOMIC MEASURES SEEN FEEDING INFLATION 
Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 30 Dec 81 p 5 


{@Aitorial7 The delay of the government in announcing the economic measures was 
explained by its spokesmen with the argument that a deliberate effort is being made 
at last to develop a comprehensive economic policy which will deal in a unified 
and harmonious manner with all the critical problems facing the country. let us 
put an end to the contradictory and confusing measures of the New Democracy--which 
the government's spokesmen were claiming until 2 days ago--and from now on there 
will be a unified and stable policy. 


But before the cock had a chance to crow, the PASOK declaration proved to be just 
words and nothing more. The measures for the incomes policy of the small/medium 
enterprises are not only contradictory, they virtually deal blows to each other! 
Whatever the government gave the small/medium businessmen with one hand, it takes 
away from them two-fold, And whatever it promised the wage earners, it takes back 
through the process of inflation which the government itself is setting in motion. 


Indeed, on 13 December, Premier A. Papandreou announced among the measures of the 
first group several arrangements which were certainly positive for the merchants, 
artisans and small businessmen who were given significant possibilities for paying 
off their debt to the Social Security Foundation while at the same time improving 
in reality the terms of their financing by the banks, This favorable treatment 
was justified by the responsible spokesmen with the argument that the government 
has selected as the lever for reactivating the developmental mechanism the small/ 
medium enterprises whose productive capabilities are tremendous and which had 
remained unutilized until now. 


But while the ink of the congratulatory messages from the small businessmen, the 
merchants and the artisans to the government had not yet cried, Minister of Labor 
Ap. Kaklamanis went on TV to announce with pride that the government will give 
the workers/amployees in 1982 increases which will go as high as 61 percent! 
Hurray for his generosityl 


The following day, as should have been expected, there was an explosion as the 
organizations of the small/medium businesses issued one after another protest 
statements which of course were not published in the objective(!) press supporting 
the government--in contrast to the ample publication of the congratulatory 
messages. 
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In their protest statements, they denounced first of all the government's anti- 
democratic mentality which threw into the wastebasket the laws which provide for 
free bargaining between employers and employees to arrange for wage and salary 
increases, but also its own declarations that it will not go ahead with any 
measure unless it discusses it previously with the productive classes. Character- 
istically, the Commercial Chamber of Athens stated: "The recent statement of the 
minister of labor surprised the merchants because no contact took place with 
representatives of our group prior to the announcement. The content of the 
statement in reality abolishes the institution of collective bargaining and the 
cooperation between employers and employees," 


There is no question that the high inflation of the last 2 years has seriously 

hurt the low wage employees whose inadequate income was virtually decimated. It 
was therefore necessary to correct many injustices. The employees were entitled to 
increases which would make up for lost purchasing power. However, even the most 
demanding employee wouid hold down his demands if the government had informed him 
responsibly that by getting 60 percent increases he would simply get paid in 
inflationary money which in a few months would lose a large part of its value. 


Unfortunately, this is exactly what is going to happen with Kaklamanis' generosity 
which in effect will lead many small/medium enterprises to tragic deadends resulting 
in firings and unemployment while the market place will be dominated by high 
inflation which will steal from the pockets of the working people all that is being 
now promised by Kaklamanis} 
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RAISIN, FIG PRODUCTION MAY REMAIN UNSOLD 
Athers ELEVTHEROTYPIA in Greek 13 Jan 82 p 13 


Article by Mikh. Kourmousis: "Representations to EEC About Figs, Currents; This 
ear's Production in Danger of Remaining Unsold*/ 


Ffext] Turkey and other third world countries have created serious problems to the 
fig and sultana raisin market by decreasing the prices with the result that Greek 
raisins, an EEC product, is not being sold to community countries. 


Already, through its Minister of Agriculture K. Simitis, the Greek government has 
asked the European Commission to take measures for facilitating the sale of the 
communal (Greek) production. Among other measures it was proposed that 

grant subsidies for reducing the /raisin/ price and limit the import of these 
products from other countries (Turkey, Afghanistan, the U.S., etc.). 


In its memorandum, the Greek government states in part that of the 25,000 tons of 
raisins put on public auction only limited quantities have been sold and the 
remainder is not expected to be sold by the time the auction expires on 20 Janu- 

» the reason being that the prices fixed by ESC regulation are higher in the 
ou market than those offered by the competing countries. 
The memorandum states that already the first | months of the period for marketing 
raisins have passed and almost the whole communal (Greek) production remains unsold 
in the hands of stockpilers. This fact is very disturbing since the international 
production of raisins this year is super-abundant and there is fear that the 
communal (Greek) raisins may remain unsold if no proper measure are taken immedi- 
ately to drop the sale price to competitive levels and if, at the same time, no 
steps are taken to limit the import of raisins from other countries--measures that 
the Greek delegation has repeatedly proposed. Our country asked for a reduction 
in the sale price of figs also. 


In his memorandum Simitis further points out that lengthy storing of raisins and 

dry figs creates, besides the extra storage fees, problems of product quality and 
waste /shrinka for which the stockpilers are not responsible, Simitis said also 
that in addition to the economic effects, our country is seriously concerned about 
maintaining its traditional markets where, as a result of higher prices, the communal 
(Greek) raisins are continually losing ground to other countries. England and 
Germany are the countries in which Turkish raisins have replaced Greek ones. 
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ECONOMIC GREECE 


LABOR DE&MANDS--The new temporary administration of the Greek General Confederation 
of Labor /GSEE/ decided to ask the employer organizations to readjust the minimum 
(Maily wage/ of unskilled workers to 900 drachmas retroactively as of 1 January 
1982 and the minimum salary of employees to 20,000 drachmas, also retroactively. 
At the same time, the relevant memorandum which GSEE decided to promote immediately, 
mentions the following demands also: a cost of living readjustment every 4 months, 
granting a third allowance for a third 3-year service to those receiving minimum 
daily wage; and a 10 percent increase every 3 years for the purpose of equating 
minimum wages and salaries, The decision to draft the memorandum was unanimously 
adopted at yesterday's meeting of the GSEE executive committee which at the same 
time decided to ask the government to extend to the private sector the 5-day work 
week, the 4-week annual leave, the doubling of the student leave with full 
compensation, and the readjustment of the family allowances by the Labor Force 
Employment Office in accordance with government declarations. /Excerpt/ (Athens 
TA NEA in Greek 13 Jan 82 p 107 7520 
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POLITICAL CYPRUS 


TURKEY REPLEDGES SUPPORT FOR TFSC SECURITY 
Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 19 Dec 81 p 3 
[Report by Nur Batur] 


[Text] Ankara--The intensified military activity in the Greek cypriot sector of 
Cyprus and the dispatch of Greek arms and troops to the island following Papandreou's 
assumption of power in Greece were evaluated in Ankara. 


A higher level official told TERCUMAN: "Turkey is determined to defend the security 
of the Turkish Cypriot community until a peaceful arrangement is established in the 
island within a federal framework." 


The official also stated tha Papandreou has alleged that Turkey is sending fresh 
military units to Cyprus in an effort to cover up its own military activities in 
the island. 


Turkish intelligence sources have noticed an increase in military activities in the 
Greek Cypriot sector following the assumption of power by Papandreous. It was 
cautiously observed in Ankara that Greek Cypriot leader Kiprianou, following his 
meeting with Papandreou in Athens, announced that Greece will double its military 
aid to the Greek Cypriot administration while remaining silent on the issue of 
intercommunal talks. 


The Greek Cypriot national guard held a large-scale military exercise called Evagos-81 
between 2 and 6 November. A short while after that the Greek Cypriot parliament 
decided to establish an army in the Greek Cypriot sector consisting of land, sea and 
air forces. 


There has also been a significant rise in the size of the 950-man Greek regiment 
which is in Cyprus in accordance with the guarantee agreements [of 1960]. It has 
been determined that the number of Greek officers known to be serving in the Greek 
Cypriot national guard has reached 3,000. Turkish intelligence sources have also 
determined that armored vehicles and other military equipment have recently landed 
on the island. 


Following these military activities in the Greek Cypriot sector Turkey notified 
the United Nations about developments that could threaten peace on the island. 
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While the Greek Cypriot side cont tnued arming iteell at a fast pave Creece was 
observed to be trying to coverup its own military activities by alleging that Turkey 
is sending fresh military units to Cyprus. 


In view of the fast pace of armament in the Greek Cypriot sector a higher level 
[Turkish] official gave the following evaluation: 


"Turkey is powerful and is determined to defend the security of the Turkish Cypriot 
community until a final peaceful arrangement is established on the island within a 
federal framework. The adventurist stance the Greek Cypriots have taken by arming 
themselves is clearly comical. By undertaking intensified military activities at 
a time when the Turkish side is putting forth peace proposals in Cyprus the Greek 
Cypriot side has revealed its true intentions. It is clear that the Greek Cypriot 
Side does not have a need for self-defense as it claims. Because not a single buliet 
has been fired in Cyprus since 1974. However, when one looks back to the 1963-1974 
period one sees who really has a need for defense. A lot of blood was spilled in 
Cyprus until 1974. A balance of power was established on the island following 
Turkey's intervention which insured the security of the Turkish Cypriot community 
and brought peace to the island." 


The same official also noted that the Greek Cypriot side has attached great importance 
to economic development since 1974. He said: "If they had any concern about their 
defense they would not have leaned so heavily on economic development. In reality 
they know that Turkey does not intend to attack them. But since Papandreou's assump- 
tion of power in Greece, Greek Cypriots have embarked on arming themselves and have 
unashamedly alleged that Turkey is sending fresh military units to the island in 
order to cover up their activities." 


Papandreou's Motives 


Meanwhile, there have been several comments on Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou's 
motives in arming the Greek Cypriot side. 


According to diplomatic observers the most important goai of the Greek Prime Minister 
in escalating tension in Turkish-Greek relations and in Cyprus is to provoke Turkey. 
According to these observers, who see Papandreou as a "spoiled child," the Greek 
Prime Minister is doing everything he can to provoke Turkey; when Turkey reacts he 
wants to tell the world: "I told you so." 


Another goal of Papandreou's policies is to establish a balance by provoking the 
Turkish Federated State of Cyprus to declare its independence which will be followed 
by a Greek declaration of a 12-mile territorial limit around the Aegean islands. 
According to diplomatic observers Papandreou thinks both sides will thus be satisfied. 
Another motive behind Papandreou's policies concerns the Greek army which is not on 


good terms with the new administration. By raising the specter of a threat in Cyprus 
Papandreou will be able to send to the island the generals he does not want in Athens. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


LONG-TIME MEMBER QUESTIONS KKE LEADERSHIP POLICY 
Athens ANDI in Greek 8 Jan 82 pp 1k, 15 
/Erticle by Tasos Dimos: "Election Results Posed a Leadership Question for KKE*"/ 


(Tasos Vimos, a KKE cadre and veteran resistance member of the 
labor Patriotic Anti-dictatorial Front, sent us the following 
article with the explanation that he had previously submitted 
it to RIZSPASTIS which refused to publish it.) 


/Text/ KKE had two basic goals in the 18 October electoral confrontation. One 
was to take away governmental power from the Right and the other to gain 17 percent 
of the total vote in order to participate in the second distribution of seats. 

The party pursued both goals with true passion which just before the election 

gave commnists and the members of the Greek Communist Youth /KNE/ even the 
certainty of victory. 


Today, as we assess the electoral result, we can and we must say publicly that the 
party had trapped itself in an erroneous electoral tactic which predetermined the 
electoral result. From the outset when with naivete and formality the electoral 
objectives were set, there emerged a flagrant contradiction between the two basic 
goals. One goal clashed with the other. Logically the achievement of both goals 
was impossible. On the contrary, the success of the one goal presupposed the 
failure of the other. For this reason, the people solved this contradiction by 
voting, using their own criteria and ignoring KKE's calls. 


The party's central committee in assessing the electoral result, with the resolution 
published in RIZCSPASTIS on 5 November 1981, is trying to sugar-coat reality, 

while they evade their responsibilities. They speak in generalities about a 
victory of the democratic forces and of /KKE's/ "decisive contribution" to the 
defeat of the Right. At the same time, they underrate in a masochistic fashion 

the 17 percent goal and regard the electoral result as a "significant victory" 

for KKE. 


Unfortunately, KKi's leadership cannot even feel pride, nor is it entitled to the 
claims of sound judgement. In a way, the Right's electoral defeat was also a 
result of the peoples' opposition to the KKE policy line. The ordinary Greek 
never understood the nebulous argument that if you want the Right out of power 
you must vote for KKE, On the contrary, the people-~--and here we mean the large 
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masses of the left who were or will be the future KKE voters--thought that "if ] 
want the Right out of power I must vote for PASOK." This logic had the dynamism 
of historic reality and for this reason it became the logic of the masses who 
many times in history proved wiser than the leaders. 


Therefore, if we wish to be candid /we must say/ that the party leadership is not 
entitled to a share of the Right's defeat because its entanglement with the 17 
percent and the way with which it supported it served in effect the stay of the 
Right in power or at least it led to an equal gain for the two major parties 
{namely, PASOK and New Democracy/7. The Right was elated and wished secretly that 
KKE would gain because they knew that the more KKE stood to gain the lower its 
basic opponent, PASOK, would fall. 


We now come to the second basic goal, the 17 percent. Did KKé's leadership believe 
in the feasibility of 17 percent? Jf yes, then it mst come out and boldly admit 
its responsibility because it was so wrong, because it was so incapable of grasping 
the pulse of the popular masses, because in reality it wounded the prestige of the 
party. 


On the other hand, if it did not believe in the 17 percent, then it was fooling 
itself and the party members (especially those who were crying the day after the 
election) and the voters, writing and shouting that the 17 percent is realistic, 
feasible, realizable, certain} Was it because it had been trapped in the 17 
percent and willy-nilly had to taste the bitter glass of its shallow political 
thought and incompetence? 


The party leadership can select any of the above and face up to its responsibilities. 
We are not going to cut off their heads. In fact, a racognition of the mistakes 
could become a hopeful beginning for the party. What is unacceptable and 
disquieting, however, is the invention of various excuses to hide the truth. They 
are excuses for small children, for instance, to speak of a PASOK "high tide," of 

a polarization of forces, of a "hard fight," or of a KKE victory. The harsh truth 
is that KKE lost many voters, old and new. Not only did /the party/ not approach 
its electoral goal but it even lost voters that had voted for it in 1977. my? 

Is this due solely to the historic conditions or to the party's internal weaknesses? 


It is also a childish excuse to say that it we did not have the 17 percent goal we 
would have fallen even lower. The political campaigns are not conducted by 
"trickery" and deceit. The party is not going to lose when it does things right, 
when it is tied steadily and electorally to the masses, when it tells the truth 
to the masses. 


It is also a matter of false comfort to talk about the elimination of KKE-Interior. 
Unfortunately, while KKE-Int. had been eliminated in the 1981 election, in the 
1981 election it kept its support (even though it did not win any seats} and in 
the case of the Huropean Parliament it increased them. The responsibility lies 
with the party leadership on this special subject because with its tactics it 

pays for keeping KK&-Int. in shape. 


The critical question at the moment is what is the cause of KKE's loss of 
support. If we search for the causes calmly, quietly and self-critically 
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(something not being done, unfortunately, by the central committee resolution) and 
answer the question soundly, then we can be sure to march correctly into the 
future, into the new situation that has developed in our country. what then is 
the explanation for the losses? Are they due to the historical conditions that 
brought about the high tide of PASCK or to the way the party functions and grows, 
which has now as a given the flagrant contradiction between the bureaucratic 
frigidity of the party leadership and the living popular reality. 


Personally, 1 am sorry that J have been proven right for what 1 had said about 
the situation that has developed within the party. Early enough, and you might 
say rather harshly, I noted that the party cannot set very high goals because 

its course since 1978 has been one leading to stagnation if not to a shrinking 

of its forces. JI based this view on the assessment that the party cannot have an 
upward course because it has failed in two critical fronts: in the worker 
syndicalist movement and in the sound building and functioning of the party. They 
did not listen to this voice. Not only that. They castigated me in RIZOSPASTIS 
with arrogant claims: "The party has grown and has become stronger; it has 
increased its influence and appeal. For this reason the 17 percent goal is 
realistic..$!" "The 17 percent target is feasible and realizable..." "The response 
given our party by the young people gives hope and guarantees that KKE will go to 
the second distribution..." "I say it categorically, KKE will come out in the 
election significantly strengthened..." I will not mention the RIZOSPASTIS news 
reports assuring us of "earth-shaking victories" and electoral triumphs, 


In closing, I think the very course of the party has urgently posed the question of 
leadership. It is necessary to acknowledge the errors and to apportion responsi- 
bilities to specific cadres who direct critical sectors of party work. The change 
in persons has become imperative, moreso now when the new conditions call for a 
correct and wise political line and tactic. Without the necessary changes KKE 

is in for other, more bitter disappointments. The communists have no right to 
remain silent. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


'FOTILAS AFFA1R' DISCUSSION CONTINUES 
Fotilas' Statement 
Athens TA NEA in Greek 7 Jan 82 ppl, 9 


/Excerpt7 The "Fotilas Affair," even though closed as a domestic matter following 
the announcement by Foreign Minister Gian. Kharalambopoulos and the explanation 
given by the deputy minister, on the contrary, from the international viewpoint 
reveals a strong disagreement between EEC and the U.S. over the Polish question, 

a disagreement which is expected to reach a critical point. 


Former Deputy Foreign Minister As. Fotilas returned 2 days ago--via Rome--and 
refused to comment on his dismissal. Responding to insistent questioning by the 
press seeking some reaction to Papandreou's decision, he said: 


"I fought in two irreconcilable struggles so that the premier would have the right 
to select and dismiss his ministers without restriction." 


Fotilas also stated that he is not going to engage in any action that could weaken 
PASOK. when the journalists asked him whether he is going to meet with Papandreou, 
he said that he "will try to have a meeting with him." 


Nevertheless, Fotilas did not meet Papandreou nor Foreign Minister Kharalambopoulos. 
There was, however, contact between Fotilas and the governmental leadership and 

all indications are that today "the matter is closed.” In any event, several 
converging reports indicate that there was no disagreement but a breakdown in 
communications with Athens at the critical moment of the EEC meeting of foreign 
ministers--and for this lack of communications Athens, of course, cannot be held 
responsible. 


Government Vagueness Questioned 
Athens I AVGI in Greek 8 Jan 82 pl 


ffext7 /Foreign Minister/ Kharalambopoulos stated yesterday that PASOK's policy 
on the Polish question is very clear. fie said:/ 


"We continue to hold the opinion that the PASOK position on this matter has been 
from the beginning neither clear nor comprehensive, and this continues to this 


day." 
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1. Indeed, the governmental statement of 18 December 1961 (5 whole days after 
the coup) did not contain even a hint of protest against the imposition of a 
military dictatorship, nor the element of support to the struggling Polish people. 
Also the Fotilas statements on certain occasions showed hestitation on whether 

or not to denounce the fact of military dictatorship. 


Finally, the delay in discussing the matter in the Chamber of Deputies--and even 
that discussion will take place at the initiative of the New Democracy Party 
and not of the PASOK government--reaffirms our assessment of the vagueness of 
its policy. 


2. With regard to Fotilas' dismissal, we continue to believe that the way it was 
done was not the proper way for a democratic government. This does not mean that 
the government does not have the right to assure its unity of policy, even with a 
change of ministers, by a persuasive process. 


3. With regard to the essence of the problem which has emerged between the 
government and Fctilas, we must underline that public opinion still has not been 
informed officially about the specific controversial points which made the 
signing of the /EEC7 communique by the /Greek/ government impossible. 


On Wednesday Kharalambopoulos spoke on Greek Radio/TV /ERT7 about certain paragraphs 
of the communique but did not mention their exact content. Specifically, at 2100 
hours he referred to paragraphs and 7 of the communique while at 21,00 hours he 
mentioned paragraphs 4, 7 and 10. The press published the content of some of 

these paragraphs but this cannot replace a formal governmntal statement which 
should have already been made. 


If the texts published in the press are accurate we believe that the government 
correctly refused to approve them because in our view these paragraphs constituted 
a retreat of the EEC governments before Reagan's cold war policy which, of course, 
is not concerned with the democratic freedoms and independence of peoples but 
cares exclusively about the promotion of the aggressive designs and the hegemonism 
of American imperialism. For this reason such a decision does not serve the 
interests of the Polish people struggling for their freedom, nor does it serve 
the interests of peace. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


WILLOCH GOVERNMENT CHANGING COURSE OF NORWEGIAN POLITICS 
Prime Minister Comments 

Oslo DAGBLADET in Norwegian 24 Dec 81 p 2 

[Article by Arne Finborud] 


[Excerpts] "The government is not giving notice, even though I am keeping 
the posibility open of broadening the base of the government during the 
current session of parliament. I have stressed the advantages of a three- 
party government, but I have also pointed out that frequent changes in the 
government are undesirable. I believe it would be useless for us to get 
too involved in the debate before we know whether it is possible to eliminate 
the obstacles in the way of a three-party government. We believe it is 
most important to maintain the prospect of broad nonsocialist cooperation. 
Then we will determine the form this cooperation will take when the time 
comes. I have not named 1983 as the proper time for broadening the govern- 
ment." 


Prime Minister Kare Willoch made these statements to DAGBLADET in his office 
just before the Christmas vacation. His first session as prime minister is 
over. Now he can evaluate the position of himself and his government in the 
light of experiences during 2 hectic months of budget work in parliament. 

As the leader of a minority government he is fully aware of the difficulties 
he may face but, nevertheless, he does not agree with the statement of his 
predecessor Odvar Nordli that a minority government must live with the idea 
that each day could be its last. 


"Of course, I understand that a crisis could arise. It is not difficult for 
political experts to find issues of importance that can create disunity, but 
we also have a strong will to avoid such complications," Willoch said. 


[Question] So such contraversial issues will be swept under the carpet? 


[Answer] No, I know we are facing some problems," Willoch said, "but we 
must try to solve them. 
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Authority 


[Question] Are you not afraid that the government's authority will be 
eroded by the constant speculation that the two middle parties will join 
the government and that the inner peace and long-range goals of the govern- 
ment may be affected by this uncertain future? 


[Answer] All cabinet ministers are making long-range plans, even though we 
understand it is not the same as if we had been a majority government. 


[Question] In other words, the rule applies that each government must werk 
as if it would rule for ever? 


[Answer] I would not say for ever, but it has a duty to set long-range goals 
for its work, otherwise it could not function. There is a strong tendency 
in the Western world to be too short-sighted in politics. 


Scapegoats 


[Question] Both Kjell Magne Bondevik and Johan J. Jakobsen reprimanded you 
during the budget debate. Could this be because the two parties still feel 
that the Conservative Party needs scapegoats? 


[Answer] The term "scapegoats" does not belong here, but it is well known 
that we have different views on certain issues and we must be permitted to 
believe and to say that not all changes in the government's proposal are 
improvements. Nevertheless, it seems to me that our cooperation is going 
smoothly and that the few critical remarks made during the parliamentary 
debate were all right. This is nothing that should be blown out of propor- 
tion which, by the way, they did not do. Letting off some steam can promote 
cooperation. 


[Question] Do you feel yourself that the middle parties believe the 
Conservative Party needs them to eccept some of the blame? 


[Answer] There is no real blame now to share, since the overall results of 
our cooperation have been good. On issues where we do not agree, there will 
be a debate which may not bring us closer together, but so far this has not 
been disruptive either. 


Losers 
[Question] Do some Conservative Party members believe that the new situation 
in parliament has given the two big losers in the election on the nonsocialist 


side too much influence? 


[Answer] I have not encountered this opinion among the party's representa- 
tives. However, I do hear this from time to time from the voters. I do not 
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believe that the influence of the middle parties is unreasonably great, but 
I make no secret of the fact that I would like to have seen less of an 
increase in the budget, even though I did not expect all our proposals to 
pass unchanged. 


[Question] The opinion polls show that the Conservative Party has gained 
no extra support by forming the government, Does this mean that the Conser- 
vative Party has reached its maximum size? 


[Answer] No, but we were at a high point during the election because we 
worked harder than the other parties to mobilize our voters. We reached a 
maximum at that time and we have maintained it, 


[Question] Would it not have been natural for the act of creating a 
government to give you an extra lift? 


[Answer] I did not expect that. 
Conservative Wave 


[Question] Then it is correct that only a Conservative Party government 
could stop the conservative wave? 


[Answer] This does not mean that the wave has been stopped, but it is no 
surprise that the wave did not receive new strength immediately after such 
a tiring event as an election campaign. We must also mention that there is 
a new party in parliament that intends to capture Conservative Party voters. 


[Question] How will we know 2 or 3 years from now that we have had a 
Conservative Party government? 

[Answer] I do not want to repeat all my campaign speeches now, but i promise 
that we will leave our mark in all areas of society. Apart from the budget 
and taxes, one of the most noticeable areas this fall has been our media 
policy. 


Carbon Copy 


[Question] How do you respond to the assertion that the primary foreign 
policy goal of this government is to be a carbon copy of Washington? 


[Answer] That is a false and clearly polemic representation, but it is an 
important goal for us to contribute to the solidarity and unity of the 


Western alliance, 


[Question] Can you name an area in which Washington and the Norwegian 
government disagree? 


[Answer] The American plan for negotiations with the Soviet Union and 











disarmament have created conditions for broad unity within NATO, but the 
American statements that the United States wanted military superiority over 
the Soviet Union were not especially wise, even though they came during an 
election campaign. Our goal in the West is to achieve a military balance, 


Poland 


[Question] Has the situation in Poland recently been such that you have 
lost sleep over it? 


[Answer] The situation has not been such that we have approached a serious 
confrontation between East and West. Nor have we found it necessary to 
increase our preparedness. 


[Question] After what we have seen in Eastern Europe, can we say that no 
change in these societies is possible unless there is a change in Moscow 
first? 


[Answer] Some changes have occurred, for example in Hungary. I also believe 
it would be impossible to return to conditions in Poland in the fifties and 
sixties. In spite of everything, even in the Soviet Union there has been 

a considerable change since the Stalin era, Thus, the present fear of 

war in Fast-West relations should not last forever, although it would be 
dangerous to proceed with unilateral disarmament in a false feeling of 
security. 


[Question] Then you agree with the declaration warning against the peace 
movement in Europe and here in Norway? 


[Answer] The declaration made some important points. We cannot abandon 
the demands for military balance. That would increase the danger of war. 


[Question] Do you still hold office hours from 0900 to 1600 as you did in 
parliament? 


[Answer] That was only part of my work day then, but I have had to give 
up those hours. 


Overall View 


[Question] As a leader in parliament you had an overall view of what was 
happening in the committees. Do you have a similar overall view of all the 
departments now? 


[Answer] Unfortunately, your description of my position in parliament is 
exaggerated, but I tried to have an overall view of matters that could lead 
to problems, There are greater limitations here where it is necessary to 
delegate more responsibility, but I try to keep up as much as possible. 
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[Question] Is the “Alexander Kielland" affair the most difficult the 
government has faced so far? 


[Answer] It is obvious that it was difficult, but I have no doubt that I 
came to the right conclusion. 


Surprises 
[Question] Has your position as prime minister brought any surprises? 


[Answer] No, I would not say that. After all, I was part of two previous 
governments and knew something about the work. 


[Question] And learned something about what a prime minister's style of 
leadership should not be? 


[Answer] Not only that--far from it. 
Myths 
[Question] One of the myths surrounding you is that you are infallible. Is 
it not time to put an end to this myth by admitting that even you can make a 
mistake? 
[Answer] I am not responsible for that myth and, therefore, I am not respon- 
sible for putting an end to it. Others certainly will take care of that, if 
such a myth actually exists. 
[Question] Is it possible to enjoy being prime minister? 
[Answer] I have always been interested in politics and an occasional change 
of scenery can be healthy. My predecessors managed quite well. The prime 
minister's office is an excellent working environment. 

Private Sector, Deregulation Emphasized 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 31 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Tone B. Jamholt] 
[Text] This fall Norwegian politics has taken a clear turn to the right. 
This is demonstrated, among other things, by the government's desire to change 


laws and withdraw proposals and reports presented to parliament by the previous 
government. 


This change will become more obvious in upcoming months. It must, if anyone 
at all is to be satisfied with government policies. Today the opposition is 
blasting the government. They are not alone, however, for the solid and 
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steadfast supporters of the government in the business world also are 
screaming loudly. Both groups believe that the government rapidly is 
abandoning its campaign promises. 


Of course, the government rejects such assertions completely, for it is on 
record as altering the political course of the previous government. A number 
of laws, proposals, and reports now will be given a conservative flavor. The 
most often used argument in this “cleanup job" is that unnecessary regulations 
and laws must be discarded. The growing bureaucracy must be stopped. 


Now there is hardly a government--regardless of party affiliation--that would 
deny that unnecessary laws and regulations should be removed. Everyone wants 
to support such a constructive idea--an idea which, by the way, is put 
forward by government after government, 


But there the agreement seens to end. Representatives of the various parties 
simply cannot agree on whicl laws are unnecessary. Simply stated, the 
present opposition believes that legislation gives freedom to the masses, 
while the government believes that certain legislation limits freedom. 
According to the opposition, the government's type of freedom is freedom for 
the few--those with education, houses, cottages, automobiles, boats, and 
money. The opposition believes that a society governed by the market would 
lead to greater disparity. The government believes it would create the 
economic groundwork for greater equality. 


While policies are being changed in more and more areas, the political 

climate seems to be becoming more harsh. The economic conditions are the 
reason for this. No one, no matter how warm-hearted, can continue to say 

yes to everyone who approaches the politicians with just demands. Priorities 
must be set and redistribution must be accomplished. Here the political line 
between the socialist and nonsocialist parties is more clear than ever before. 


In the near future, not only the opposition will give the government head- 
aches. Its partners will also contribute in this area. This was seen during 
the budget debate last fall, where they opposed the government on issue after 
issue. The government will have to bargain with the Christian People's 

Party and the Center Party in other matters as well. The government must 
compromise more than it wants to on proposed legislation and a compromise 

law often is a poor and watered-down law that does not weed out the need 

for rules and regulations--the opposite is more likely true. 


It must also be unpleasant for the old-time liberal Conservative Party to 
appear as pious and moral on various issues because they have had to give in 
to the Christian People's Party, 

Amended Laws 


Among the laws that now will receive a conservative tinge or be removed 
entirely are the following: 
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The planning Law will be abolished, The enyironmental protection law 

may be changed. The truth-in-advertising law will be changed. The require- 
ment in the equal rights law that at least two members of each sex must be 
represented on all public boards, committees, and councils will be changed. 
The controversial paragraph 55 A in the labor milieu law will be changed. 
All regulations on the use of radical quotas in education and on the job 
will be eliminated. Further, a report on abortion will be forthcoming 
proposing, among other things, changes in the abortion law--changes that the 
majority of Conservative Party members of parliament probably will oppose. 


There will be changes in the licensing law and the expropriation law will 
be reviewed, Provincial and municipal employees will not be given a voice 
in determining their working conditions, as was planned by the previous 
government. The housing law will be changed so that a member of a housing 
cooperative can become an “independent owner" simply by announcing it at a 
cooperative meeting. The adult education law will also be revised. 


These are necessary changes according to the government and necessary laws 
according to the opposition, 


Reports 


Of course, the Willoch government wants to put its mark on a number of 
proposals and reports put forward by the previous government--every new 
government wants to do that. 


For example, supplementary reports will be added to the reports on the 
Oslo region and on maritime and boating issues. The report on film and 
society has been withdrawn. There will be supplementary reports on the 
culture report and the youth report. In addition, a supplement will be 
added to the report on the organization and financing of research. 


The family report will be withdrawn and a new report issued. A proposal on 
the right to reduced working hours for healthcare workers will be withdrawn 
and a new proposal made. The proposal concerning social and healthcare 

services outside institutions will be withdrawn and a new proposal presented. 


Administration 


The government is also proposing some changes in the administration system, 
probably with the same noble desire as all other governments: an administra- 
tive system that best suits their own policies. 


The Church and Education Ministry will be divided so that we will have a 
separate Culture Ministry. On the other hand, the Planning Bureau will be 


closed. As part of a new, conservative school policy the Experimental 
Council on Schools will be terminated. 


Consumer and Administration Minister Astrid Gjertsen probably could also be 
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convinced to divide her ministry, Many ministers in the 10 year history 

of that ministry have wanted that. The ministry is responsible for so many 
areas that it is bursting at the seams. It is responsible for everything 
from prices, wages, state property, personnel policy, and bureaucracy 
questions to children, the family, consumer issues, and equal opportunity, 
Ministers in charge of prices must be extremely frustrated since they are 
politically responsible for prices withqut being able to do much about them. 
It is the finance ministry that has all the tools, so that the desire to 
rearrange this ministry has long existed, 


The government also is tackling consumer policies. One cabinet committee 
has been given 6 months notice, Subsidies to the press also will not be 
left alone--that would be unlike Willoch. The newspaper committee has been 
warned that changes may be made in the 1983 budget. The monopoly of the 
Norwegian Broadcasting Corp. will also he loosened up, as they say. 


All in all, this is a change in course, even though we must wait to see 
concrete results. Optimistic bureaucrats have pointed out that it takes 
on the average 7 years from the time an idea is conceived to the time it 
can be carried out--and by that time we will have had a new election. 


Warning Against Thatcher Example 
Oslo NORGES HANDELS OG SJOFARTSTIDENDE in Norwegian 29 Dec 81 p 12 
[Commentary by Helge Seip] 


[Text] While the Conservative Party is exercising its governmental power 
and finding its style of governing the fatherland, to the extent that it 
can as a minority party with conditional support in parliament, the Labor 
Party now tells us it is seeking a platform for the 1980's with a firmer 
foundation in ideology and principle. It is interesting to note that the 
minute the party relinquished the task of governing Norway it became 
interested in principles and debate on principles. At the same time, it 
may be noted that the Conservative Party is becoming less and less 
interested in principles and more and more practical the longer it is in 
power. This may be seen in various statements and positions, such as when 
NORGES HANDELS OG SJOFARTSTIDENDE quoted Per Ditlev-Simonsen the other day 
in bold print on the first page as saying that "a dynamic tax policy is not 
the solution if oil prices drop." 


This statement is correct to the extent that the effects of a major drop 
in oil prices could not be compensated by any other means. Nevertheless, 
it is interesting that Conservative Party members of parliament's finance 
committee are using this reasoning to dampen expectations with regard to 
changes in the tax policy. To be sure, most of us recently received our 
tax schedules for 1982 and discovered that they are not dramatically 
different from those we received last year at this time, but would it not 
have been more natural, based on the theories recently dished out by the 
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Conservative Party, to stress that with low oil revenues and a poor balance 
of payments, a dynamic tax policy is even more necessary? This is assuming 
that the government's party actually believes in this dynamic policy, 


Frightening Traces of British Politics 


In general, it is wise for a party in government to assume more pragmatic 
positions, even on issues that previously were matters of principle. 
Norwegian conservatives can learn this from Margaret Thatcher's experience 
in Great Britain. It would be remarkable if she and her government could 
regain power after the next election, unless there is some radical change 
in economic policies. 


Now that the Norwegian Labor Party in its opposition role is beginning to 
Speak more about principles in politics, it also has something to learn from 
our British friends. With their new "turn to the left" the new Labor Party 
has managed to place itself in crimson sunset from which it has yet to 
escape. What has happened and continues to happen daily in Poland will not 
make the most recent British Labor program more palatable to the voters. 

The poor British do not even have a Socialist Left Party to take care of that 
wing of the political spectrum. 


Nevertheless, we will watch with great interest both the desire for a 
political debate based on principle in this country and the governing parties' 
tendency to approach politics as the "art of the possible." In actuality, 
both these positions are key aspects of all politics. 


Principles and Ideologies 


Principles and ideology are the foundation of debate and social action that 
are directed toward the future. It is impossible simply to sail back and 
forth from issue to issue as the problems float by like driftwood on the 
stream of events, as Haakon Lie once put it. The question arises, however, 
as to whether our political ideologies are characterized too much by our 
society as it once was, rather than the society we are seeking. In addition, 
there is no doubt that today's society is far more complicated than it would 
have to be if the economic theories of a Thatcher, or for that matter of a 
Ronald Reagan, would have any hope of success. 


Modern social economy has no ready answers to the question of how to escape 
the world's economic problems. With the complicated power structures and 
economic mechanisms that now exist both internationally and in individual 
countries, however, more complicated systems must be employed--with combina- 
tions of less precise control parameters and more detailed responses. The 
Willoch government is now coming to this conclusion. At the same time, it 
could be useful for the Labor Party, while it is in opposition, to take a 
closer look at what went wrong when it lost such a large segment of the 
voters. Bureaucracy and an exaggerated tendency to play guardian in insigni- 
ficant matters and perhaps a feeling of insufficient democratic control over 


37 











social democracy could be mentioned. In addition, large groups of people 

have emerged with no traditional contact with the "labor movement." They 

do not feel the old group solidarity, are perhaps less idealistic, and are 
more involved in material gains than their parents or grandparents. 


Nevertheless, there are certain currents in the direction of less material- 
istic values, which cannot be overlooked by the pragmatists nor those standing 
on principle. Perhaps in the final analysis the struggle will be for a 
society that is more sensitive to the needs of people. 


Abortion Issue Frustrates Unity 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 21 Dec 81 p 3 
[Article by Kristin Moksnes] 


[Text] "I see no reason for a renewed public debate over a coalition 
government just now. I do not even know if the Center Party has made a 
decision on this question," the Christian People's Party's parliamentary 
leader Kjell Magne Bondevik told ARBEIDERBLADET after Sverre Helland of the 
Center Party started a new round of speculation over a possible coalition. 


"There can be no change in the government before the abortion issue has been 
debated in parliament and at the national convention in 1983, but we will 
discuss the matter within the party up to the next national convention," 
Bondevik said. 


Center Party vice-chairman Sverre Helland stated Saturday that in his personal 
opinion the middle parties should join the government after the parties' 
national conventions in 1983. In that way, we will be able to shape policies 
to a much greater extent than today, Helland said. He insisted, however, 

that the ministerial posts and power must be distributed in a satisfactory 
manner. 


Does Bondevik agree? 


"The abortion issue prevented a coalition government last fall. If it should 
prove impossible to make any fundamental change in the abortion law, the 
Christian People's Party must evaluate its approach to the abortion issue and 
to a possible coalition government. I will make an unbiased evaluation of the 
situation when the time comes." 


"The Conservative Party probably will present a proposal this spring that will 
be similar to the draft proposal from the party's abortion committee. Are 
there various opinions within the Christian People's Party on whether the 
party should vote for a law that would mean continued abortion on demand?" 


"Our vote will depend entirely on what we can achieve. There are some indivi- 
dual improvements in the draft proposal. If we can make some progress, then I 
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am open to the proposal," Bondevik said, 


In another interview last weekend the parliamentary leader of the Christian 
People's Party said he was disturbed by signals from the Conservative Party 
indicating that it is not pleased with its potential coalition partners. 

He was referring to a speech in which Willoch criticized the middle parties 
for abandoning the effort to balance the budget, even though no such 
concern was expressed in any parliamentary document. 


Cooperation among the parties would have been better served if the signals 
from the Conservative Party had been more unambiguous. 


New Abortion Fight Seen for 1982 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 29 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Tone B. Jamholt] 


[Text] The abortion debate could flare up again in 1982. Few issues have 
left so many scars, so much humiliation and degradation as the abortion 
question. Many had hoped that the whole issue would be put to rest by the 
law permitting the termination of pregnancy on demand, approved in 1978. 
But the Willoch government has given notice that it will prevent a new 
abortion report and the government's policy statement indicated that the 
report would contain a proposed amendment to the law. This will pave the 
way for a new battle. 


Parliament has not asked for such a report, so that the primary motive for 
presenting it cannot be to inform parliament how the law is functioning. 
Other motives are manifest here and the strongest motive has to do with the 
government. The proposed changes in the abortion law represent a signal to 
the Christian People's Party. 


Split in the Parties 


At present, the parties in parliament hold the following positions on 
abortion: 


In 1978 the Conservative Party voted against the law permitting the termina- 
tion of pregnancy on demand, but is now permitting its representatives to 
vote their conscience. Most Conservative Party members of parliament probably 
are for the present law. 


The Christian People's Party's view on abortion was the primary reason nego- 
tiations for a three-party government broke down. Throughout the election 
campaign the question arose as to whether such cooperation was possible at 
all. The representatives of the Christian People's Party were bound hand 
and foot to the most restrictive resolutions made at the national convention. 
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The Center Party also dislikes the 1978 law, Former chairman Gunnar Stalset 
has made a compromise proposal which received unenthusiastic support in 

the nonsocialist camp. Characteristic of the nonsocialist position is that 
no one particularly wants to see the issue come up, 


How the Liberal Party and the Progressive Party would react to a new proposal 
is not entirely clear. 


The Labor Party and the Socialist Left Party want to retain the 1978 law. 
With the support of many Conservative Party representatives, it is probable 
that the majority in parliament wants to retain the present law. 


The government knows this, too. Because of this, the entire abortion report 
appears to be more of a tactical maneuver, The government's foundation in 
parliament is shaky and representatives of the Christian People's Party and 
the Center Party already have indicated that they might join a coalition 
government in 1983--after the abortion issue is settled and the parties have 
had their national conventions, Everyone is interested in "an open mind" 
when the subject of forming a government comes up. 


Number of Abortions Down 


One position is held by all the parties--the desire to limit the number of 
abortions as much as possible. The number of abortions has dropped since 
the new law came into effect. In 197( ) there were 15,528 abortions, 
compared to 13,531 in 1980. 


Along with measures to prevent abortions, the law has functioned so well 
that new proposals seem to be artificial alternatives. Now the Conservative 
Party has presented its abortion plan. Here the medical board system is 
discarded, but the woman would be forced to undergo counseling. The woman 
would have to sign a statement that she had received such obligatory 
counseling. The proposed legislation in the abortion report would be based 
on this plan. It cost women 65 years of struggle to pass a law permitting 
abortion on demand. This is one of the darkest chapters in our history. 

It involves medical quackery, death, tortured women who knew they could not 
give a child a decent upbringing, women who mistreated their own body with 
knitting needles, catheters, hot baths, and all types of pills, or were 
forced to feel small and pitiful before a medical board--all in a desperate 
attempt to salvage some remnants of a life. 


An accusing finger was pointed at them by the "pillars of society." They 
were condemned by doctors, ministers, and the citizenry. Those same people 
spoke and wrote against birth control. That, too, was an abomination. There 
is an insensitive double standard in the abortion issue, an issue in which 
the same arguments have been used and continue to be used. 


When the law permitting abortion on demand was approved, Bishop Per Lonning 
was given his marching orders by God. The bishops responded with a pastoral 
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letter. Healthcare workers also protested against women, Many refused to 
participate in abortions. 


Women seeking abortions have been met with opposition, opposition, and more 
opposition, A woman's right to rule over her own body would not be tolerated, 


We believe that every attempt to limit the law will be met with violent 
protests and debate. The opponents again have become active. The popular 
campaign against abortion on demand has heen rather anonymous recently, but 

now it has been resurrected as the Popular Campaign for the Right to Life 

and Human Dignity. They are preparing for the debate. What type and direction 
this debate will take depends largely on the government's position. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


COMMUNIST PARTY YOUTH ORGAN(ZATION UNHAPPY OVER POLAND 
Oslo KLASSEKAMPEN in Norwegian 22 Dec 81 p 2 
[Article by Bjorn Westlie] 


[Text] The Soviet army rolled into Afghanistan 2 years ago. At that time, 
NKP (Norwegian Communist Party) central committee member Marit Landsem 
Berntsen resigned. NKP's youth organization opposed the invasion, while the 
party supported it. Now Poland is placing a new nail in the NKP coffin. 

NKP has decided to support the military junta, but the youth organization 
voted at a central committee meeting to oppose martial law. 


While Polish security troops shoot down defenseless workers, NKP's publica- 
tion FRIHETEN calls this self-defense by the military junta. 


The chairman of NKP's youth organization, Henning Solhaug, declined to say 
whether there are many NKP members who share the youth organization's 
opposition to martial law in Poland. 


"NKU (Norwegian Communist Youth Organization) cannot accept that martial law 
and the military takeover was the only way to solve the crisis and put an 

end to the chaos in the country," according to a statement from the Norwegian 
Communist Youth Organization. 


NKU's central committee also points out that "mass prosecution of labor 
leaders helps neither the Polish people nor those forces in Europe that seek 
progress." 


No Call for Release of Leaders 


[Question] NKU chairman Henning Solhaug, does this mean that you are calling 
for the release of Solidarity union leaders? 


[Answer] We are speaking in principle on the labor union movement. In our 
opinion, the labor union movement must be free and independent, even under 
socialism. This is a principle that is valid everywhere. Our policy in 
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Norway is also built on this principle. 
Soviet Invasion? 


[Question] Your statement stresses that the situation in Poland must be 
solved without outside interference. Does this mean that NKU fears an 
open Soviet intervention? 


[Answer] That is a hypothetical question, There is no reason to believe 
that this will happen, nor is there any reason to attach great importance 
to this today," Henning Solhaug said. 


[Question] Unlike your organization, NKP supports martial law. Why have 
you come to different conclusions on the situation in Poland? 


[Answer] First of all, I have not read the NKP statement. As I understand 
it, however, there is no great discrepancy between our view of Poland and 
that of NKP. In addition, I would like to stress that NKP and NKU are 

two independent organizations that have their own political views of the 
situation," he said, 


Henning Solhaug also told KLASSEKAMPEN that the martial law is damaging 
what he calls socialism's prestige and that the Polish Workers Party 
must bear the historical responsibility for the situation that has arisen. 


Socialism not at Fault 


"It is not socialism but the party that is at fault," he said, making a 
comparison with the cultural revolution in China. "It is about time we 
discussed the structural problems under socialism." 


[Question] What does NKU think of Solidarity? 


[Answer] Solidarity is the result of a legitimate revolt against some 
unfortunate aspects of socialism," he said. 


NKU wishes to support humanitarian actions against Poland, but does not 
want to participate in actions aimed at discrediting socialism, Henning 
Solhaug stated. 


The situation in Poland clearly has become an open sore within NKP. The 
national convention last fall did not manage to establish a new leadership 
in the party. The old central committee under Martin Gunnar Knutsen will 
continue to head the party until January, What the NKP leadership will look 
like after the Poland issue remains unclear, of course, but NKP's problems 
will hardly disappear, 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


PARKTIES' YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS WEIGH POST-VOTE COURSES 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 28 Dec 81 p 7 
[Article by Jo Nilsen] 


[Text] "Both the Young Conservatives and the Socialist Youth Federation 
(SU) have quieted down after the election. They are busy with internal 
bickering and AUF (Labor Party Youth Organization) no longer is bearing the 
brunt of their political activities. This is an important feature in the 
new youth politics after the election," 


Head of the Majorstua-Smestad AUF chapter, Espen Barth Eide (17), shared 
these thoughts with ARBEIDERBLADET. We wanted to find out more about what 
the "grass roots" of AUF thought after the election and, for this reason, 
we spoke to a local chapter chairman: 


"In many ways the election results provided an incentive for renewed efforts. 
Recently we have become more active and outgoing. Now we must work to make 
our political message more clear. It is now possible to gain new support.” 


“Our opponents are no longer so interested in attacking us. We are no longer 
held responsible for everything from the weather to global politics." 


"SU is crippled by inner conflict. The Young Conservatives have quieted 
down somewhat. They are now forced to put aside the Mickey Mouse arguments 
against bureaucracy we heard during the election campaign and defend, for 
example, reductions in school budgets and aid to developing countries. It 
is no longer so ‘cool’ to wear a Young Conservatives button,” Barth 

Eide said. 


At the same time, he stressed the negative effects of the new political 
situation for AUF, including a lack of first-hand information and less 
opportunity to influence policies. 


He said that the following will be key issues for AUF in the near future: 
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A youth policy aimed at better schools, guaranteed work and lodging for 
young people, the Rcabeck plan, and an active defense policy debate. 


"Why do you believe young people place material objects for their own 
consumption above a sense of community?" 


"This comes from a feeling of social “homelessness,” AUF always has been 
occupied by material values, Of course, we must not forget the serious 
injustice in the uneven distribution of material goods, but it is also 
important to put the spotlight on this ‘homelessness.' Drug abuse is 
increasing and the number of drug victims doubled in 1 year. Crime among 
young people is on the rise. Of course, we can explain this by the insuffi- 
cient number of youth clubs, but obviously the problem is deeper than that,” 
Barth Eide told ARBEIDERBLADET. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


LOCAL LABOR PARTY CHAPTERS SEEN DISENCHANTED WITH FORDE 
Oslo KLASSEKAMPEN in Norwegian 22 Dec 81 p 2 
[Article: "Local Labor Party Chapters Split on Forde"] 


[Text] Local representatives of the Labor fail to understand why the central 
party leadership has been unwilling to support multi-party demonstrations 
in support of Poland and Solidarity. 


While party leaders in Oslo speak of "restraint" and the "hypocracy of 
marching with the AKP (Workers' Communist Party)," many local Labor Party 
chapters are marching in support of Poland. 


"The present situation requires restraint and I do not know how much verbal 
sympathy means to the Polish people." 


"We have declined to support the demonstrations arranged by Solidarity 
Norway-Poland today and at later dates. It is a principle of the Labor Party 
not to participate in such multi-party actions." 


Einar Forde, vice-chairman of the Labor Party, said this to KLASSEKAMPEN the 
day after Solidarity Norway-Poland held a torchlight procession for Poland 
last week. 


The central leadership of AUF (Labor Party Youth Organization) also refused 
to support the march, much less march along with AKP (m-1). 


But in Bergen, Tromso, Narvik, and Moss, Labor Party chapters and party 
representaties joined demonstrations in support of Solidarity and the Polish 
people's struggle. 


"I know of no reason why we should not support the demonstration," secretary 
of the Bergen Labor Party, Per Mundal told KLASSEKAMPEN. 


"Both the demonstrations we have had here in Bergen have been supported by 


several parties," Mundal said, although he declined to comment on Einar 
Forde's statement. 
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Elsewhere in the country the Labor Party also has mobilized to support 
demonstrations, but no one wishes to comment on the party leadership's 
position on multi-party demonstrations, 


It is clear, nevertheless, that open support and not “restraint" or party 
chauvinism characterizes the grass roots in the Labor Party. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


LABOR PARTY MUST DECIDE BETWEEN FACTIONS SAYS OBSERVER 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 9 Jan 82 p 3 
[Commentary by Ottar Julsrud] 


[Text] The Labor Party's most urgent task is to define what interests and 
groups we actually should represent. 


It is useless to face the unknown future with pat answers, "issues worth 
fighting for," and "shifts to the right or left." 


We must abandon the debate over employee represenation and, instead, experi- 
ment with large cooperative companies, 


We have seen enough of the necessity of economic growth. 


The debate over redistribution of wealth must be expanded to include condi- 
tions within LO (Federation of Trade Unions). 


The Labor Party is not interested in short-sighted politics when Willoch 
proposes unpopular but reasonable measures against inflation. 


Minority governments without formal agreements produce extremely poor 
solutions. 


These are some of the thoughts of the Labor Party's vice-chairman and "chief 
ideologist," member of parliament Einar Forde, as the party enters its first 
year in a long time as an opposition party. The social democrats are 
discovering that the "Scandinavian model" no longer provides answers to 
today’s questions, The situation is described as reiatively critical for 
the party and not without certain similarities to the party's situation when 
the idea of an impending revolution was abandoned. The party is in search 
of new ideas--and new voters. Developments in the next few years will 
determine how large the Labor Party wiil be. 


[Question] The Labor Party has been decimated by the so-called conservative 
wave. What will be your strategy to bread this wave in the years to come. 
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[Answer] Previously, we have felt a great need to declare that the conser- 
vative wave must be met by our own values, especially solidarity, If we 
continue much longer with such declarations we will become a church rather 
than a political party. In certain cases, the strategy is simple, for example 
to oppose the influence of big-time international capital in our oil policy 
and to secure advances for the weakest members of society. To say that we 
will be the employees' party, on the other hand, is extremely problematic, 
since this is a heterogeneous group which, in part, is opposed to all organi- 
zations. The problem I find most interesting now is to determine what 
interests the Labor Party should represent. 


Thus, the question of strategy becomes extremely complicated. We must 
discover a new course amidst all the conflicts and previously accepted truths 
must be abandoned, We must create a new Scandinavian model, if you will. 


[Question] When the "grass roots" in the party discussed the proposed new 
platform, unnecessary bureaucracy and detailed regulations were the most 
common complaints. Do you believe that the Labor Party will be capable of 
reaching a settlement *hat will sit well with the forces that create 
bureaucracy--including its own zeal for regulations. 


[Answer] I would gladly join such a movement. I believe we are now ready 
for such a settiement. However, it is striking how difficult it is to find 
out exactly which regulations our members actually are dissatisfied with 
when they are pressed on the issue. In addition, any government will soon 
discover that it is impossible to govern effectively without tools. 


[Question] In what part of the political spectrum should the Labor Party 
seek new support during the eighties? 


[Answer] First of all, let me say that it no longer is possible to speak 
simply of left and right in this connection. It is primarily the younger 
and youngest voters who have left us in favor of the Conservative Party, the 
Socialist Left Party, and the Liberal Party, among others. This says 
something about the danger of doing the political splits. For example, the 
Labor Party never will be as "green''--nor as inconsequential--as the Liberal 
Party or try to convince the most active peace advocates in the Socialist 
Left Party that the problems are as simple as they want them to be. This 

is not to say that the pressure from these groups has taught us nothing. 

The Labor Party cannot offer simple solutions, but must offer comprehensive, 
responsible policies that are attractive because they give people the 
possibility of achieving their goals. 


[Question] What will be the key issues for the Labor Party in the future? 
[Answer] Work for everyone is most important, even if that might sound 


hackneyed. The signals we are receiving from the grass roots indicate that 
peace and disarmament will continue to be important, as will equality. We 
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also need a renewed debate on wage distribution and it must not be simpli- 
fied to the relationship between employees and the traditional "class 
enemies.'' A meaningful discussion on real equality among social groups and 
a wage policy characterized hy solidarity must contain an evaluation of the 
wage conditions that have developed among various groups within LO. 


[Question] Speaking of LO, should that organization's position as Siamese 
twin to the Labor Party be maintained at a time when large segments of its 
membership are turning to other parties? 


[Answer] The reform process of the 1970's, with social improvements that 
attracted international interest, could not have been carried out without 
close cooperation between unions and politicians. In other words, the 
results do not call for any change of course, The Labor Party and the 
Federation of Trade Unions also have many of the same problems, especially 
with the support of "new'' groups--and they need each other as much as before. 


[Question] How much importance will be attached to the platform plank that 
is called economic democracy? 


[Answer] The question of increasing employee representation in management 
from one third to one half, etc., is important. However, these matters are 
of little current interest and no pressure is being put on the party leader- 
ship from below. I believe we must stop talking about fractions and begin 
discussing ways to promote diversity in ownership and management. Small and 
medium-sized companies, where the owners participate in the daily operation, 
should continue to be privately owned. With regard to larger companies, 

we should experiment with forms of cooperative ownership. We must not have 
an ownership law that applies to everyone. The debate over state ownership 
versus private business is easy to simplify and, in addition, improving the 
framework on which business operates no longer creates potential growth. 
Growth potential results from providing increased latitude to the human 
resources at one's disposal. 


[Question] Do you share the fear that the concept of solidarity may have 
led us astray so that, for example the term "care" is made synonymous with 
giving public institutions and services enough money? 


[Answer] There is a certain counter-movement and reaction against parts of 
the public social service system, even within the Labor Party. However, 

I believe that placing social services in private hands is of doubtful value, 
since would reinforce the disparity between various groups. 


[Question] Will there be a renewed battle over Christian objects clauses? 
[Answer] A reasonable evaluation of the importance of such regulation would 


not call for that. I do not believe that much can be changed by such measures. 
The question of what values will be taught at kindergartens and schools should 








be determined by the daily work and cooperation with the parents. 


[Question] Einar Gerhardsen has stated that the Labor Party needs a new 
ideologist, What did he mean by that? 


[Answer] My first reaction is that it is remarkable that the practitioner 
attached such importance to ideas. I do have some doubts, however. Genera- 
tions of Labor Party representatives have been schooled in unity. If 
Gerhardsen's statement should turn out to be a dream of an ideologist who 
can put things in their place and restore order and unity, then I believe 

he has spoken in vain, Such a person would have to be a charlatan. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


OUTLOOK FOR PARTIES FOLLOWING ELECTION EXAMINED 

Labor Advances if Opportunity Seized 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 24 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Thor Viksveen]} 


[Text] The year 1981 was a dramatic one in the history of the Labor Party. 
The dark spots were more predominant than the light ones. The struggle at 
the national convention for the chairmanship followed by an election defeat 
probably will be more remembered than the fact that 1981 also was the year 
the Labor Party, despite conflicts and defeats, finally got back on its 
feet. The tribulations the party had to endure also gave the impetus for 
renewed activity and new unity on policies and leadership. 


When the political commentators reflected on the Labor Party at the beginning 
of this year the predictions were bleak and few believed it would be 

possible for the party to advance so far in 1981. Thus, in many ways, this 
year confirmed the old rule that anyone facing adversity must examine the 
depth of his soul, gain insight into what is wrong and why in order to rise 
again and hope for better times. 


In Opposition 


Thus, despite the problems of this past year, the Labor Party enters the 

new year with a better chance than most of the other parties to make 1982 

a year of political success and better figures in the polls. Simply being 

in the opposition will be of great value. Considering the number of promises 
the Conservative Party took with it as it entered the government office 
building, clearly a number of points may be made at its expense. In this 
way, the Labor Party shares the fate of most other opposition parties in 

our part of the world, regardless of what poor shape such parties may be in. 


As we know, however, the misfortunes of others alone are not enough. It 
does not help simply to say that the food someone else is serving tastes 
bad. You must offer a tasty product yourself. That product exists. The 
question is how to sell it. 
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Politics and Marketing 


Thus, the main task of the Labor Party in 1982 will not necessarily be to 
hammer out its political alternative, but to improve the organizational and 
marketing apparatus. The party is facing an opponent that demonstrated in 
1981 that thousands of members are willing to sacrifice evening after evening 
and that has a sales department that knows its business. It will take the 
Labor Party time to make its unwieldy apparatus move more smoothly and to 
sell its political ideas with maximum efficiency and at the right time. 


The scene is set. If the Labor Party fails to emerge from 1982 considerably 
strengthened, it has only itself to blame. 


Still Bleak for Center Party 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 23 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Thor Viksveen] 


[Text] For the Center Party the world looks about as bleak at the end of 
this year as it did at the end of last year. To be sure, the roles changed 
in parliament this year, but this does not seem to have given the party any 
direction. The present role as both supporting actor and half-hearted 
opponent of the Conservative Party government clearly is no better for the 
party than the role of a pure opposition party to a Labor Party government. 
The party failed in its primary goal for the past year, namely to maneuver 
its way into some of the offices reserved for the government. Thus, the 
Center Party continues to have both feet firmly implanted in thin air. 


Christian People's Party Determines Center Party Policy 


The manner in which the party has worked after the election gives few indi- 
cations of what role Johan Jakobsen and the others wish to play in 1982. 
Any chance to be included in a government certainly would be accepted, but 
there are few indications that this possibility will arise in the near 
future. In this cardinal question the Center Party has refused all responsi- 
bility and has left the matter entirely in the hands of the Christian 
People's Party, thereby making its influence entirely dependent on the 
Christian People's Party's balancing act between the abortion issue and its 
lust to be included in the government. This self-neutralization does not 
make the Center Party the party political observers will want to follow 
with great interest in the year to come, 


In many ways, the last election confirmed the fact that the party cannot 

cope with its most important problem. After many years of hard work to gain 
entry into towns and cities, the last election proved that the effort was 

a failure. The Center Party has been, is, and will remain an agrarian party-- 
a party purely in the interest of farmers. The party has never made inroads 
into densely populated areas. A debate is also brewing within the party 
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over what platform will be presented to the voters. All indications are 
that the Center Party of the 1980's will return to its clearly agrarian 
profile and admit that the bastions the party attempted to conquer in the 
1960's and 1970's never can be won, 


Leadership Problem 


During his term of office the chairman, Johan J. Jakobsen, managed to return 
peace to the Center Party. At the time, this was extremely important to 
prevent the split from continuing to spread. For this reason, he was a 
necessary man at the right time, 


In the long run, however, peace is not enough. A leader must inspire both 
fellow party members and voters. In this respect, much remains to be 
desired. Thus, the Center Party is entering 1982 with a leadership problem, 
even though it is not of the same nature we have seen in other parties this 
past year. 


Christ on Election Posters? 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 22 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Pal Nordenborg] 


[Text] If the Christian People's Party continues its campaign against the 
present abortion law it cannot be part of a nonsocialist majority government. 
If it joins the Willoch government, it will be as a new party. There is 
little time for it to decide what kind of party it wants to be, however. 

The new Christian People's Party will appear the instant its parliamentary 
representatives choose to vote for the new proposed abortion law promised 

by the Conservative Party chairman. 


Whether or not the proposal stands a chance of winning in parliament is 
another matter. The Conservative Party representatives and Conservative 
Party ministers are under no more obligation to vote for the "Lonning 

model" than for any other model. Since in the final analysis the woman will 
have the last word, however, the abortion question is already settles in 
reality. 


A promise is a promise, however, and the Christian People's Party needs 
time to learn its own feelings. The party's leader in parliament, Kjell 
Magne Bondevik indicated in ARBEIDERBLADET precisely how much time the 
party needs: 


"No change in the government can occur before the abortion issue has been 
debated in parliament and at the national convention in 1983. We will 
discuss the matter within the party between now and the national convention." 
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Will Choose Seats in Government 


If it is up to the party's group in parliament, the Christian People's 

Party will join the Conservative Party government. The group and the party 
leadership already have gone beyond the point of return. The party will 
lose some voters in any case and leading party spokesmen have indicated that 
it is better for the Christian People's Party to risk losing a small hard 
core of uncompromising opponents of abortion than a seat in the government 
with the future voter appeal that entails. 


This would be simply a continuation of the course the Christian People's 
Party has followed during the past 15 or 20 years. For many years compro- 
mises have led the party over a far broader course than that chosen by the 
founders from the Vestland Home Mission and the China Mission in 1933. 


Christian Politics 


The party will have much to discuss before its 50th anniversary. It would 
be especially nice if this opportunity were taken to make a contribution in 
the fields of a good relationship between the government and the church, 
the laity, the dialect issue, and the temperance issue--issues that have 
characterized the Christian People's Party through the years. It is likely 
that there will be no more campaigns against abortion on demand or pastoral 
letters on that same topic from bishops throughout the country. 


The party lends its Christian name to the policies of the government so 
that they may be perceived as Christian policies. Should the Christian 
People's Party not first look for another name? 


Socialist Left Slaughter of Holy Cows 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 29 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Kristin Moksnes] 
[Text] It has been a long, bleak autumn in parliament for the Socialist 
Left Party and parliament hardly promises to be more inspiring as we enter 
a new work year. 
Paradoxically enough, the Socialist Left Party, after the voters doubled 
its number of seats in parliament, has less influence in parliament than 
ever before. Apart from the party's key position in determining votes its 


significance, and therefore its interest, is reduced to a minimum. 


The Socialist Left Party must share its opposition role with the much larger 
and more powerful Labor Party. 
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Failure to Attract Youth 


Recruiting is another paradox, Only one of every 40 young Socialist Left 
voters is a member of the Socialist Left Party, the premier party of youth. 
Some segments of its youth organization, primarily the Socialist Youth (SU) 
in Oslo, are responsible. According to Berge Furre they are a gang of 
students caught up in idealogical arguments, with no real contact with young 
workers and no loyalty to speak of toward the parent party. 


There were rumors of expulsion last fall, but they ended in a rather undra- 
matic settlement within Socialist Youth, which was satisfactory to the parent 
party. Plans are also being made for a major youth campaign within the 

party apparatus. There are high hopes for this campaign in the new year. 


New Thinking 


The Socialist Left Party is characterized by incessant internal discussions 
over what type of party the Socialist Leit should be. Recently, party 
secretary Erik Solheim initiated a new debate which may be interesting: 

the Socialist Left Party is Norway's most conservative party, about like the 
Labor Party with 50 percent more state and government control. It is a party 
that holds on to old truths and fights for the status quo. The party 
secretary called for new thinking. 


And Rune Slagstad, the architect of the slogan "Socialism Norwegian Style" 
continued in the same vein. We must not permit the conservatives to organize 
the growing discontent among average people against a swelling state bureau- 
cracy, according to Slagstad. 


He called for more power to parliament, less to bureaucratic experts and a 
new constitutional debate. In this way he accepted the challenge of Sissel 
Ronbeck last summer. 


A little swearing in the Socialist Left church would do no harm. If the 
party manages to initiate a constructive debate on the holy cows of the 
left, the Socialist Left may become an interesting party in the political 
debate, perhaps not at Lovebakken, but that may not be the most important 
forum for the Socialist Left Party just now in any case. 


Liberals--Sick, Weak, aml a Bad Back 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 28 Dec 31 p 6 
[Article by Thor Viksveen] 
[Text] The Liberal Party has been quiet since the election. We do not 
have the total picture of what is happening in the inner chambers, but there 


is reason to believe that the party is spending most of its time in self- 
examination. In any case, that would be time well spent. 
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During the last session of parliament the party hammered out its new political 
platform--the "green line" with zero growth, better management of resources, 

a balanced economy, self-support, and small units, The goal of the Liberal 
Party was to become the party of the tired, those who were groaning under 

the yoke of the welfare society. For a time they even had the wind in their 
sails. Public opinion polls indicated that new times were coming. An 
optimistic party leadership spoke at one time of 10 to 12 seats in parliament 
after the election. 


Votes Split 


There were, however, many thieves in the same market. Both the Socialist 
Left Party and the Center Party decided to fight for the "green" votes. 

The result on 14 September was a genuine disappointment for both the Liberal 
Party and the environmental movement. Sympathizers spread their votes over 
too many parties and many of them gradually discovered that a complicated 
welfare society requires total political solutions--not just good objectives 
for isolated problems, Thus, many gave their support to the larger parties. 


Thus, the Liberal Party was rather depleted this fall. To be sure, the party 
retained the same number of seats in parliament, but it was a far cry between 
results and expectations. It also lost the political influence it had 
previously by holding the balance in parliament. In addition, the mirage of 
middle-party cooperation disappeared. Instead, the Christian People's Party 
and the Center Party chose to ally themselves with the Conservatives. 


Overall, the party lost practically everything it had to lose. 
Little Light to be Seen 


The party is taking all these problems with it into 1982. At present no one 
asks what the Liberal Party thinks of this or that. It simply has been run 
over ia the battle of the giants in Norwegian politics. The damage after 
the accident is so great that the patient must expect a long convalescent 
period. During such long waiting periods it is normal for the patient to 
take stock of his life and ask what the future might bring. One question 
the patient should ask himself is: Have I found my right place in life? 
Should I undergo retraining and rehabilitation? 


All we know for sure about the Liberal Party in the year to come is that 
Hans Hammond Rossbach will resign as chairman and that Odd Einar Dorum is 
his probable successor. This, in itself, is no guarantee that the patient 
will make a speedy recovery. 
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Conservative Party's Unwanted Child 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 30 Dec 81 p 4 
[Article by Kristin Moksnes] 


[Text] In 1973 Anders Lange and three of his henchmen sailed into parlia- 
ment on a wave of discontent. After 4 years the voters turned them the 
cold shoulder. 


Last fall four representatives of the Progressive Party were washed ashore 
in parliament like a crest of foam on the conservative wave. 


Since the election and the initial aftermath the party has been quiet. 
Neither political opponents nor the press have taken the small protest party 
completely seriously, The Progressive Party has no place in the day-to-day, 
laborious, and often trivial work of parliament. The party is totally 
dependent on television cameras and American inspired election gimmicks. 
Without smoke screens and dirty tricks the party fails to distinguish itself. 


And the silence can take the wind out of the protest party's sails. 
Buffoonery 


This is the nature of a protest party. Discontented voters who left their 
own parties in a moment of doubt and voted for the upstart in Norwegian 
politics now want something for their money--and occasional displays of 
buffoonery from Mr Gundersen will hardly do. 


In times of economic decline, however, easy solutions to difficult problems 
will always appear. A not so insignificant group of voters is fluctuating 
between the two conservative parties. Carl I. Hagen's dream was a pure 
Conservative Party government and his dream came true. The political 
profile of the government in the new year will be decisive for the growth 
or decline of the Progressive Party. 


Legitimate Child 


The Progressive Party is the legitimate child of the conservative movement, 
even if the Conservative Party does not wish to admit its fatherhood. In 
the election the Conservative Party gains stopped at a number of strongholds 
along the Oslo Fjord, but where Conservative Party gains stopped, the 
Progressive Party took over. 


This is the situation Hagen and his people must utilize and they know how 
to utilize it. The government had hardly been formed and the new budget 
proposed this fall when Hagen started demanding that the Conservative Party 
make good its tax promises. 
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The unwanted child is a troublesome millstone around the neck, an eternal 
reminder that there is a party to the right of the Conservative Party that 
receives frustrated voters with open arms. The question is whether the 
Conservative Party will choose to join the other parties in despising 

the Progressive Party or keep the door open to the right. Ail indications 
point to the former, During the budget debate AFTENPOSTEN broke its silence 
and attacked the tax policies of the Progressive Party. The question is 
how far the vulgur agitation of the Progressive Party will penetrate into 
the Conservative Party, 


Flee to Sweden 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 4 Jan 82 p 6 
[Article by fal Nordenborg] 


[Text] The aspiring self-styled proletarian dictators in the AKP (m-1l), the 
Workers Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) and the Red Election Alliance 

(RV) had a difficult year with resignations, disclosures of internal methods, 
and squabbling between ex-members and leading party representatives in the 
nonsocialist press. 


In addition, cooperation has not gone smoothly for the AKP (m-1l) and the RV, 
the alliance for Marxist-Leninists within and outside the party, the organi- 
zation Marxist-Leninists created in order to participate within the parlia- 
mentary system. Some non-party members have complained that it is the 
central committee of the AKP (m-1) and not the RV national convention and 
national board that is the highest organ of the RV. 


The Red Election Alliance's results in the last parliamentary election make 
that party Norway's largest party receiving less than 1 percent of the vote. 
It defeated arch-enemy the Norwegian Communist Party (NKP) by 0.4 percent. 
This would give RV and AKP (m-1) twice as much voter support as NKP. The 
Red Election Alliance received 17,600 votes. 


This means that such political events as Alta, Afghanistan, and Poland did 
not increase voter support significantly in 1981. 


Little Trust 


As a political movement it seems that the Marxist-Leninists are marking time. 
It does not seem that workers or any others in Norway or elsewhere have any 
great trust in the liberation the international Marxist-Leninist movement 
has to offer. And why should the Polish people now accept a dictatorship 

in the fashion of the AKP (m-1), when it is trying to liberate itself from 
another one. 


There do not seem to be any fewer paradoxes in the Marxist-Leninist movement 


now that it has lost its ideological foothold in China and Albania. It is 
more likely that people have had enough of ideologies that kill. 
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Flee to Sweden 


Another paradox is the group's military policy, It wants as strong a 
national defense as possible, but the RV national convention voted down a 
proposal for Norwegian withdrawal from NATO. One person who left the 
organization this past year pointed out what a “glaring contradiction" this 
was to Lenin's slogans about war against war and “not one cent to the 
bourgeois military machine." 


Next year should not be especially bright for the AKP (m-l) either. "If 
AKP (m-1) comes to power in Norway, I will flee to Sweden," former leader of 
the party's youth organization Red Youth, Helge Ogrim, said in his farewell 
to the party. 


9336 
CSO: 3108/46 


60 











POLITICAL PORTUGAL 


SOCIALISTS SEE PRESIDENT AS PRESSURED BY REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 
Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 23 Dec 81 p 1 


[Text] "Melo Antunes," Jaime Gama told the ANOP, “has now added his voice to 
those which, under various circumstances and for various motives, have sought or 
are seeking to distort the development of the regime using the president of the 
republic as a tool and also, indirectly, the armed forces themselves." 


This socialist leader adds that "Given the institutional responsibilities borne 

by Melo Antunes, one cannot fail to ask whether his words express his own think- 
ing, reflect the joint opinion of tp members of the Council of the Revolution, 

or are those of a spokesman for the planned militarization of the left wing, the 
regime and the country." We sought to learn from the spokesman for the Council of 
the Revolution, Lt Col Vitor Alves, whether the statements by Melo Antunes were 
proferred as an individual opinion or whether they expressed the view of the Coun- 
cil of the Revolution. 


Vitor Alves told us: 


"Ignorance of whether the opinions of Dr Jaime Gama represent the position of the 
leading bodies of the Socialist Party or not should not justify ignorance of the 
fact that the positions of the Council of the Revolution can only be voiced by 
its president, its spokesmen or the statements it issues. This is said solely to 
make it clear that obviously, only Lt Col Melo Antunes himself is responsible for 
and bound by the statements he made to TEMDIGNAGE QIRETIEN." 


Vitor Alves went on to say: 


"Therefore, and in this same connection, I too find myself surprised by the infer- 
ences Dr Jaime Gama seems to have drawn--in the wake, moreover, of interpreta- 
tions of a sort comparable to those of individuals or commentators situated to 

the right in the Portuguese party spectrum--of the description given by Lt Col 
Melo Antunes in the interview mentioned of the role of the president of the repub- 
lic in the current Portuguese political situation." 


The spokesman for the Council of the Revolution went on to add: 
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"Only my presumption that Dr Jaime Gama had not read the interview with Lt Col 
Melo Antunes in full enables me to understand how that eminent PS party member 
could ascribe to this member of the Council of the Revolution, attitudes, goals 
or intentions entirely inconsistent with the known position of Lt Col Melo 
Antunes and with the normal process of Portuguese democratic life. 


"I recall that on many and varied occasions, Dr Jaime Gama has had occasion to be 
in political harmony with Lt Col Melo Antunes. On the other hand, I do not recall 
having seen Lt Col Melo Antunes alter the political positions or the plans for 
society which he has always defended. 


"Il am certain that Lt Col Melo Antunes will not fail to comment, if he deems this 
useful and timely, on the statements, nonetheless disturbing--made by Dr Jaime 
Gama." 


Alternatives Blocked 
Jaime Gama termed the statements made by Melo Antunes absolutely unacceptable. 


"The serious nature of the statements attributed to Melo Antunes has to do not so 
much with the fact that it is a product of attack on the PS, but above all to the 
fact that it is a part of the political proposal toward which his words point," 
Jaime Gama said. 


"It is absolutely intolerable that the president of the republic might be used to 
exert pressure on the free choice as a socialist or that the Socialist Party 
could become a mere appendage to acts of force, whatever they might be. 


"The path urged by Melo Antunes--more urgent intervention by Eanes, dissolution 
of the assembly of the republic, government on presidential initiative supported 
by the PS and the PCP--blocks the development of democratic and parliamentary 
alternatives to the Democratic Alliance, and hinders the normal functioning of 
constitutional amendment. 


"If this path were pursued, it would plunge Portugal into an irresponsible adven- 
ture and would eliminate the potential for a democratic leftist alternative." 


Jaime Gama said further that Melo Antunes' criticisms of Mario Soares can "ob- 
viously be explained by the strategy upon which their author relies," but that 
"their effects are truly gratuitous." 


As this edition goes to press, there has been no known official reaction from the 
government party. However, the conservative press has commented unfavorably on 
the Melo Antunes interview. The information department of the Portuguese Commu- 
nist Party said it would not comment on the interview since, it claimed, it had 
not seen the full text. 
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POLITICAL PORTUGAL 


SOCIALIST PARTY POSITION ON CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION CHALLENGED 
Lisbon 0 JORNAL in Portuguese 23 Dec 81 p 51 


[Interview with Lt Col Melo Antunes, member of the Council of the Revolution and 
president of the Constitutional Commission, by Alain Echegut, TEMOIGNAGE CHRETIEN 
correspondent, date and place not specified] 


[Text] "Soares allied himself with the right wing and accepted the simplistic 
concept of the appointment of military commanders by the president of the repub- 
lic on the recommendation of the cabinet," Lt Col Melo Antunes, a member of the 
Council of the Revolution and president of the Constitutional Commission, said in 
an interview granted to Alain Echegut, of TEMOIGNAGE CHRETIEN, which we publish 
in full below, on the basis of an agreement with that prestigious French Catholic 
weekly. The ANOP news agency carried small portions of this interview, on which 
PS [Socialist Party] leader Jaime Gama commented, and 0 JORNAL questioned a 
spokesman for the Council of the Revolution, Lt Col Vitor Alves, about his state- 
ment. 


[Question] The political situation in Portugal is deteriorating again. Does this 
mean that the elections last year resolved nothing? 


[Answer] Without any doubt, the political parties are steadily losing credibil- 
ity in the eyes of the Portuguese people. This is not happening only with the par- 
ties currently in power, within the right-wing coalition called the Democratic 
Alliance, but also with the parties of the left. As is natural, this disenchant- 
ment is strengthening President Eanes' image. It is obvious that the recent elec- 
tions revealed a contradiction. On the one hand, a bare majority decided to elect 
a right-wing parliament. On the other hand, a broad majority elected a president 
of the republic committed to defending the democracy and the constitution which 
were produced by the 25 April Revolution. 


Immediately after his election, General Eanes could have used the maximum of legi- 
timate power he had just received from the people to dissolve the parliament, and 
to try to get the majority which elected him reconciled with that which elected 
the assembly of the republic. He did not do so. The result is that today Presi- 
dent Eanes emerges as the only recourse, the only factor which might be capable 

of rescuing the country from the political impasse and stabilizing the situation. 
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[Question] The contradiction reflected by the balloting did not go unnoted by 
Mario Soares, for at that point, the socialist leader finally decided not to 
support the candidacy of General Eanes. 


[Answer] The leader of the PS did in fact make a very dangerous wager by support- 
ing the election of a chief of state presented to the parliamentary majority 
which had just been elected at the polls. What was the purpose of this strategy? 
Very simply, to be able to capitalize at a given moment on the rejection of the 
right wing by the people. The PS would then appear as the sole alternative, after 
its brief sojourn in the desert. Bearing in mind the nature of the Portuguese 
right wing, this gamble was predestined to fail. In fact, the right wing, in con- 
trol of all the processes, would immediately have launched a process which in 

time would have meant the death of democracy. 


Question} All of the situations to which there seems no solution are thus the 
product of the constitution? 


[Answer] The Portuguese constitutional system is classified as semipresidential. 
However, it does not resemble either the American system or the French system. It 
is semipresidential because the chief of state has certain powers, for example 
the authority to dissolve the parliament. 


A Crucial Debate 


In the present situation, however, it will be necessary for General Eanes to be 

as "presidential" as the system allows. This must be done, naturally, without ex- 
ceeding the institutional framework, but going as far as the limits of his author- 
ity and his legitimate power. To explain myself better: there is currently a con- 
stitutional revision under discussion in Portugal, concerning which the parlia- 
ment must give its final opinion--in principle, this coming April--prior to the 
local elections in October of 1982. Now this debate, which is crucial to the 
future of the country, and the voting in the assembly, will coincide with an 
aggravation of our problem--a serious economic crisis accompanied by social agita- 
tion and an increasingly forceful political blocade. The president of the repub- 
lic, then, has a responsibility to take steps to prevent chaos. But what are 

these steps? 


The dissolution of the parliament, for example, could be contemplated. But the 
chief of state cannot summon the country to new elections with a right-wing 
government having control of the media and the administration. It will be neces- 
sary to turn to a scheme of interim government on presidential initiative. 


‘Question}] Has Col Melo Antunes become a presidentialist, then? 


[Answer] Obviously not. Let us understand each other. When I speak of an initia- 
tive on the part of the president of the republic I am not relying solely on the 
institutional authority of the chief of state to take steps with a view to saving 
democracy and reviving dynamics favorable to the change initiated on 25 April. To 
achieve such a goal, this initiative must be supported by the leftist parties 
jointly, and in particular by the PS. If the present socialist leaders have the 
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courage, in the final analysis, to draft the basis for a renewal program, then 
the decision by the chief of state could promote a new leftist dynamics in 
Portugal. 


In brief, the president must take a turn which orients not with the intent of 
establishing a future presidential party, but on the contrary, toward forcing the 
PS to define itself as the leader of a broad leftist majority. Something like the 
Republican and Socialist Front which was established for the legislative elec- 
tions last year. And I think that there are currently members within the PS who 
have become aware of the need to raise their party to the level where it can 
assume its real national responsibilities. These responsibilities are to be seen 
within a leftist persective, and not in «ny alliance with the right wing. 


[Question] And what about the PCP [Portuguese Communist Party ]? 


[Answer] Naturally, problems difficult to resolve still exist. The PCP is one of 
them. For the Portuguese communists continue to have a priestly concept of politi- 
cal life. From their point of view, all of the mechanisms which must be utilized 
to transform society are in the nature of a liturgy obeying a certain number of 
fixed, almost religious, rules. 


I agree with Mario Soares when he says that the socialists cannot share executive 
authority with the PCP. On the other hand, it is possible to "win the communists 
back" for a proposed relaunching of the 25 April concept. I say this sadly, be- 
cause I believe that a solution of the French type would be ideal for Portugal. 


[Question] There is another problem--the submission of the military to the civil- 
ian authority. Do you agree with this? 

(Answer! Completely. However, it seems difficult to me to overlook Portugal's 
characteristics. Not only because for 50 years the country experienced a history 
different from that of the other European democratic countries, but because 
Portugal had in fact a revolution. And the armed forces experienced a certain num- 
ber of traumas due to the colonial wars and the need for it to adapt to a situa- 
tion of normalization since 25 April. 


Soares and a Right Wing Alliance? 


Basically, the problem is the tollowing: how to achieve this submission, without 
overlooking Portugal's specific characteristics? And in this connection, I speak 
for the key military leaders and the Council of the Revolucion. We believe that 
this submission should be effected through the intermediary of a body to be estab- 
lished when the constitution is amended: a Higher National Defense Council. This 
body should be headed by the chief of state and should include the following: 
prime minister, minister of defense, minister of foreign affairs, the chiefs of 
the general staffs of the three branches of the armed forces, and a representa- 
tive of each political party with seats in the assembly of the republic. Among 
other responsibilities, this council would have the authority to appoint the mili- 
tary commanders. 
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Now in connection with this most important question, we can hardly see Soares 
allying himself with the right wing. He accepts the simplistic concept calling 
for appointment of the military commanders by the president of the republic on 
the recommendation of the cabinet. In the present instance, this would mean very 
simply giving the right wing the opportunity to reverse the political situation 
totally, based on the influence it could not fail to have over the armed forces. 
We have seen efforts of this sort in the very recent past. 
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POLITICAL PORTUGAL 


REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEMBER SEES DEMOCRACY THREATENED 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 27 Dec 81 p 12 


[Text] Lisbon--Vasco Lourenco, a member of the Council of the Revolution, has 
acknowledged that the gains of the April 1974 captains' movement are threatened 
by forces opposed to democracy, and he denounced corruption on the highest level 
of the Portuguese state apparatus. He urged the government to “carry out its 
duty" to purge and punish those guilty of corruption, if it is not to be charged 
with negligence and collusion. This was the harshest attack made publicly by any 
authority against the center-right majority which has been in power for 2 
years. 


“Corruption is becoming institutionalized due to the weakness and disorganization 
of the state administration," Maj Vasco Lourenco said in an interview granted to 
JORNAL DO BRASIL. He warned that "this creates the possibility of an antidemo- 
cratic climate." The member of the Council of the Revolution also noted the weak- 
ness of the political forces in the opposition. "They are attempting to manipu- 
late the armed forces and the security forces." 


Economic Power 


In the view of Vasco Lourenco, one of the factors contributing to the "serious 
situation" in which the country finds itself is the “increasing supremacy of eco- 
nomic over political power.'"' He gave examples: chaos in the fiscal system, the 
manipulation of the public communications media, the weakness of the judicial 
branch. 


"No judgment has been handed down to date in even one of the major trials on 
charges of economic sabotage, financial misappropriation aud fraudulent specula- 
tion, involving billions of escudos, filed since 1974." 


"There is total impunity,"’ Vasco Lourenco said. 


"He fears that the frequent errors of the Pinto Balsemao government wiil create a 
situation of paralysis like that the Revolution of the Carnations came up against 
when the Salazar dictatorship was overthrown. Vasco Lourenco also talked about 
the end of the Council of the Revolution, the threats of a break or a coup, which 
he does not think will occur, decolonization and the discontent in civilian and 
military society. 
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Democracy is Threatened 


[Question] Why do you think that the center-right in Portugal is threatening the 
gains of the Revolution of the Carnations? 


[Answer] It is not the fact that the Democratic Alliance is in power in itself 
which poses a threat to democracy. This front, which represents the will of the 
voters, is an indication that political democracy exists in the country. The 
criticisms I have are in another direction: in view of the deterioration of 
basic conditions, the lack of clear thinking and courageous policies to resolve 
the major national problems, the day to day improvisation and the concessions 
granted to individuals and groups whose interests are linked with the preceding 
regime, the corruption which is becoming institutionalized due to the weakness 
and the disorganization of the government and the state--for all of these 
reasons, the danger that our institutions will collapse is increasing. 


[Question] Do you see a general loss of popular confidence in our institutions 
in these facts? 


[Answer] Yes. The citizens are losing confidence in the force of their votes and 
the possibility of an antidemocratic climate is developing. I am not concerned 
only about the weakness of the present government but also the weakness of the 
political forces in the opposition, which should represent alternatives to that 
government. I am also concerned, moreover, about the way in which efforts con- 
tinue to be made, using every means, to manipulate the armed and security forces. 


New Attempts 
[Question] Who is trying to manipulate the armed forces and the security forces? 


[Answer] The antidemocratic forces. We have sought to ensure that the armed 
forces will be a support for democracy, but the antidemocratic forces continue to 
pursue efforts to manipulate them. 


[Question] Do you link economic power with this aspect of your concerns? 


[Answer] Yes. One of the great worries in terms of the current situation is the 
increasing supremacy of economic over political power, which in my view is re- 
ducing the capacity of the electorate to ensure that its interests prevail and is 
moving us systematically farther away from full democracy. We are moving at full 
speed toward a simple form of democracy in the best of cases. 


[Question] What in your view are the specific things threatening Portuguese 
democracy? 


(Answer! A few concrete examples: chaos in the fiscal system, with tax evasion, 
which has become a commonplace in our country and is reaching a level threatening 
the financial stability of the state; the manipulation of the public communica- 
tions media is reaching a level such that it has become almost impossible for an 
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ordinary citizen to make a proper assessment of events, facts and institutional 
plans in the political, economic and cultural life of the country. It is almost 
impossible for the citizen to distinguish what is information from what is 
opinion or manipulation. 


[Question] Do you believe that this poisoning of public thinking is exasperated 
by the institutional guerrilla warfare? 


[Answer] In my view, this is still more serious when we see, as we do now, that 
this manipulation is planned and undertaken in sectors of the current government. 
There is a high level of poisoning of public opinion. I think that those in the 
media are more aware of it than anyone. Concerning institutional warfare, there 
is poisoning in this realm too. There is in fact an institutional guerrilla war. 
It can be seen in the actions of the cabinet against the president of the repub- 
lic and the Council of the Revolution. What is being attempted is to give the 
opposite impression. 


Financial Misappropriations 


[Question] Do you include the judiciary in your statements about weakness of the 
institutions? 


[Answer] The weakness of the judicial branch against economic power is visible 
and worrisome. Not a single one of the major trials involving economic sabotage, 
financial misappropriation and fraudulentspeculation underway since 1974 has yet 
been settled. In some cases sums totaling billions of escudos are involved. There 
are court orders which the government, with no justification, has failed to imple- 
ment, as with certain agrarian reform processes. Corruption has spread in 
Portugal such as to affect the ordinary man and to give the impression of total 
impunity. 


‘Question] Do you believe that the current pressure for an economic upsurge can 
resolve the crisis? 


(Answer| Economically, the situation is very serious. This is because of factors 
in the international situation, but it is mainly due to reasons involving the eco- 
nomic structure. This structure bears the legacy of 50 years of paralysis. It is 
antiquated in terms of infrastructure, the quality of the economic agents and the 
lag in terms of the development of international trade. The reorganization the 
country needs has proceeded slowly and with confusion. The social and political 
conduct of the working population stands out--despite all the confusion and eco- 
nomic difficulties (in 3 years, purchasing power has dropped 25 percent), the 
working people have evidenced great thoughtfulness. They have remained concerned 
and acted in trade union struggles, and despite everything, they continue to nur- 
ture hope and to work for a better future. However, the pressures from those 

whose interests or ideologies lead them to wage the battle for the adoption of re- 
pressive forms as a path to economic upsurge are increasing. This path, apart 

from being unjust, always leads to totalitarianism, which has never resolved any 
economic crisis, but instead aggravates them. 
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Constitutional Amendment 


[Question] What does the end of the Council of the Revolution mean to you, as 
one of the April captains? What is your view of the current process of constitu- 
tional amendment? 


[Answer] The end of the Council of the Revolution, if it comes about constitu- 
tionally, without an antidemocratic break, and if it results in a more consistent 
constitutional organization, will mean that the basic goal we proposed to achieve 
when we went into the streets, weapons in hand on the early morning of 25 April, 
to put an end to dictatorship, oppression, and colonial war and to return their 
own freedom to the people, will have been achieved. For in my view, the end of 
the Council of the Revolution means the concrete achievement of a basic goal. I 
am concerned about the undertaking of constitutional amendment without the proper 
and necessary public discussion. If the amendment is carried out without provid- 
ing the citizens with a way of expressing their views to their representatives in 
the constituent assembly, it could happen that the constitution as amended would 
be emptied of any democratic content. For this reason I urge greater public dis- 
cussion of the constitutional amendment, before the deputies are called upon to 
cast their constituent vote. 


Decolonization 


[Question] Is the effort to revive the subject of decolonization an attack on 
stability? 


[Answer] Yes, without a doubt it is. It is obvious to me that only those who 

have always opposed decolonization can be served by reviving the subject, as was 
attempted in the Timor-East case. Since memories are not so short, it is easy to 
recall that the major political and even economic forces which opposed decoloniza- 
tion were those which fell on 25 April 1974--the defenders of dictatorship, colon- 
ialism, economic protectionism, exploitation of the workers, paralysis, 

sclerosis. The vast majority of the people and all the democratic forces favor de- 
colonization, even if they differ as to the form. Therefore it seems to me that 
all the efforts to destroy stability through the decolonization issue are 

doomed from the start. 


Former Prop of Dictatorship 


[Question] Is there dissatisfaction within the armed forces? How are the mili- 
tary reacting to the current political pressures? What do the young officers 
think? 

: 


| 


(Answer! They have the same dissatisfactions as civilian society, in view of the 
difficulties we are experiencing. There may further be in one instance or another 
some corporate dissatisfaction within certain sectors of the armed forces. How- 
ever, this will have little to do with basic policy matters. And this is because 
the Portuguese military have learned from the 50 years of dictatorship of which 
they were the main support, as well as 13 years of war, in which they wasted 
their efforts for nothing in terms of the national interests, that their mission 
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is clearer, simpler and much more useful when the people to whom they belong are 
able to make democratic use of their civil liberties to express their majority 
interests and thus the true national interests. 


[Question] There is recurrent talk of a coup in Portugal. Do you believe such 
will occur? Who wants a coup? 


[Answer] Currently I do not think there will be one. It would only be viable if 
very strong external forces were to promote it. But even so, the price to be paid 
later would have to be analyzed very carefully. In domestic terms, I do not think 
there is any such possibility currently, but I fear that in the medium time 
range, if the problems such as those I have been discussing continue, conditions 
may be created which would make an antidemocratic break possible. 


[Question] In your view, what remains of the movement of captains who undertook 
the revolution? Might the Armed Forces Movement (MFA) be restored? 


[Answer] What remains is an awareness of an obligation fulfilled, a properly 

made choice of the values of political democracy, the certainty that we have 
served the national community and an awareness of having lived together through a 
time which will be recorded in our history in letters of gold. The MFA was always 
a state of mind. That state of mind has been maintained and strengthened, and its 
breadth has been increased by all of the vicissitudes of the process we have ex- 
perienced in Portugal. I can assure you that the solidarity and the informal rela- 
tions existing between the April captains constitute a powerful force which would 
again defend the April gains if at any time this were to become necessary. 
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POLITICAL PORTUGAL 


GOVERNMENT POSITION ON CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION ATTACKED 
Lisbon 0 MILITANTE in Portuguese Dec 81 pp 12-14 


[Text] The agreements already reported to the Constitutional Revision Commission 
confirm the possibility of a real break in the constitution due to the overthrow in 
the near future of the democratic constitutional system and the liquidation of 
Portuguese democracy. 


The elimination of the Council of the Revolution and the conversion of the presi- 
dent of the republic into a figurehead (cutting ribbons at inaugural ceremonies) 
and the concentration of the political-military power in the cabinet constitute a 
fabric into which are being rapidly interwoven the elements of an autocratic, 
authoritarian government without respect for constitutional legitimacy and the 
law, and above all the unremitting promoter of the interests of heavy capital and 
imperialism, opposed to the interests of the vast majority of the people, to 
democracy and national independence. 


The serious difficulties which remain to be resolved before the agreement on the 
constitutional disruption between the AD (Democratic Alliance) and the FRS [Repub- 
lican and Socialist Front] (PS) [Socialist Party]) can be implemented have to do 
with the system of government, but even so there is sufficient coincidence be- 
tween the two plans to make the complete agreement of the PS to the essence of 

the right-wing project possible and probable, with a predictable outcome. 


In fact, both the AD and the FRS proposals would release the cabinet from politi- 
cal responsibility to the president of the republic, thus depriving him of his 
most significant authority as a moderator and a guarantee of the functioning of 
our democratic institutions. 


Henceforth, the differences will either be formalities or they will constitute 
shameless guarantees of remaining in power, for the AD, and « increased like- 
lihood, for the PS, of being able to establish and stabilize . rity govern- 
ment like its first, in 1976. 


The proposals of the AD, for example Article 198, carry legality to the shameless 
and ridiculous point of constituting something like an insurance policy against 
any future disagreements within the current majority in the assembly of the repub- 
lic, nevertheless guaranteeing that the government can continue, even without 
majority support, the policy leading to national disaster and the recovery of 


72 











their power to oppress and exploit by heavy capital, the estate owners and their 
imperialist partners, working against the interests of the Portugal of April, 
against the Portuguese people. 


The proposals of the FRS with regard to that same Article 198, would, by a différ- 
ent means, with the increased possibility of a minority PS government, insure the 
possibility of the continuation of government which no longer anyone supports, 
even if the absolute majority of deputies are not against it. In other words, it 
would in this situation marvelously serve the purposes of the current AD govern- 
ment. 


It is easy to understand how serious these intentions are given the picture al- 
ready formed by the “agreement" of the AD and the FRS such as to eliminate any 
political responsibility on the part of the cabinet to the president of the repub- 
lic. 


The differences in this most important connection are, as we will see, more appar- 
ent than real. In fact, the FRS acknowledges, in Item No 2 in the aforementioned 
Article 198, that the president of the republic can dismiss the cabinet, but it 
surrounds that authority with conditions such that in practice it could not be 
exercised, or, in an extreme case, it would work against the president of the 
republic himself, and immediately, because the exercise of this power would only 
be allowed "when it is deemed essential to guarantee the functioning of the 
democratic institutions."' Thus eliminating any justification having to do with 
responsibility for actions, even if they are clearly in violation of the constitu- 
tion, the laws and the democratic system. 


Even in other cases, the assembly of the republic would have to be informed in ad- 
vance with a justified message, which presupposes that the assembly would discuss 
the possibility of using this authority before it was actually exercised, creat- 
ing thereby the conditions for preventing it. Finally, in the most extreme of 
cases, another cabinet would have to be appointed immediately, since the govern- 
ment dismissed by the president of the republic could not continue to function 

for even one minute (the new Item No 1 in FRS Article 190), which suggests even 
more restrictive situations in which the simple continuation of the cabinet to 
serve for a few hours would pose a threat to the institutions and the country. 


All things considered, it is easy to conclude that the power to dismiss the 
cabinet still formally included in the FRS proposal is either nothing more than a 
poisoned gift, or a new smoke screen to conceal the final results--total expropri- 
ation of the authority of the president of the republic, violating the material 
limitations on constitutional amendment, the public agreements which preceded the 
last elections for the president of the republic, and against the guarantees for 
the consolidation of Portuguese democracy, trampling on the peoples will which 

was loudly expressed on 7 December and transforming the crushing defeat of 

the reactionary right wing into a triumph over the people and the 25 April revolu- 
tion. 


But even so, the AD continues just the same to prefer and insist on carrying 
through to the end its plan to deprive the president of the republic of his 
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authority and to concentrate the power of the state in cabinet. Not even as a 
smoke screen has it as yet accepted the FRS proposal, perhaps because it thinks 
it can exchange for something essential and of real constitutional value the 
false concession of no importance which its acceptance of the PS proposal would 
represent, with the addition of one touch or another which would emphasize its 
total ineffectiveness. 


It is not hard to imagine, for example, that the AD might demand in exchange the 
modification of certain guarantees still contained in the constitution with re- 
gard to the regulatory norms governing the democratic electoral right, or recon- 
sideration of the material limitations on amendment, thus facilitating, in an 
anticipatory move, its intent to destroy, by means of ordinary law, what remains 
of the 1976 constitution in the realm of rights, freedoms and guarantees and eco- 
nomic organiZation. 


In any case, what has already been made clear on the level of the Constitutional 
Revision Commission represents a real destruction of the constitution, a real 
palace coup d'etat which, if it is carried through, would challenge the gains of 
25 April, the democratic freedoms and all the revolutionary conquests of the 
Portuguese people. 


With the elimination of the Council of the Revolution, the AD has guaranteed that 
the structure of the future constitutional court will favor the achievement of 
its designs by means of ordinary law. It remains with the authority to choose the 
military commanders, Item No 1 in the FRS Article 137, as well as the authority 
to direct and administer the armed forces, Item No 2 in the AD Article 274; the 
cabinet is relieved of responsibility to the president of the republic, Item No 
1 in the AD and FRS Article 194; an insurance policy for the present government 
is established, even in the event of future dissension within the AD, through 
Items No 1 and 2 of the AD Article 198 and Item No 1 of the FRS Article 198; the 
effectiveness of the EEC laws in our legal system is guaranteed, introducing a 
powerful weapon against the rights, freedoms and guarantees in the Portuguese con- 
stitution and its provisions pertaining to economic organization, in accordance 
with Item No 3 in the AD and FRS Article 8. 


The president of the republic retains the authority to veto certain laws, but the 
very broad potential for getting around this obstacle are known in practice from 
the cases in which this has been done, using legislative and paralegislative 
tools which do not require the authorization of the president of the republic to 
go into effect, and which could only be challenged by the constitutional court. 


The essence of the power of the state would be concentrated in the cabinet, the 
cabinet controlled by the AD, the cabinet which opposes the 25 April gains and 
the democratic state, the cabinet in which a parliamentary majority was obtained 
by demogogy and electoral fraud, the AD cabinet which, to top it all, does not 
hesitate to use the constitutional text itself as a defense against disagreement 
among the deputies who support it. 


Faced with this picture, with the surrender and capitulation of the FRS to the 
plans for a coup against the constitution and democracy, it becomes essential 











that the workers, their representative bodies, the popular masses and all demo- 
Crats in general gain a full awareness of the dangers which threaten them and 
firmly take up the banner of defense of the constitution and the April Portugal. 


The AD government has already shown that its continuation in power threatens to 
convert an economic crisis into a real national disaster, with a brutal increase 
in the difficulties, the lack of stability, the unemployment, the decline in real 
wages, the excessive price spiral, the elimination of social benefits, the coun- 
try's indebtedness--all in order to swell still further the profits of a handful 
of oppressors, exploiters and speculators, the big capitalists and large land 
owners, and all in order to link Portugal still more firmly to the war-like 
policies of the most reactionary imperialist circles. 


The AD government has proven to be the main battering ram of the reactionary 
right-wing forces seeking a means of disrupting the constitution and liquidating 
the democratic and revolutionary changes brought about after 25 April. 


In view of this clearly understood situation which is leading to a real constitu- 
tional break, there is only one path leading to the defense and the observance of 
the constitution. That path requires the dismissal of the AD cabinet, the dissolu- 
tion of the assembly of the republic, the appointment of a government which can 
objectively guarantee the holding of new elections. These elections would permit 
the people to restore, through their vote, a normal democratic situation favor- 
able to a constitutional revision of the constitution and to economic and social 
recovery and progress in the country, with a resumption of the path of April and 
the consolidation of Portuguese democracy. 


These decisions can only be made if they appear with increasing and definite 
clarity as consistent with the desires and the legitimate hopes of the people. 
Therefore it is necessary for the workers, the popular masses, the democrats, the 
vast majority of Portuguese citizens to indicate their will and their clear and 
strong support of these decisions at their places of work, in the city and in the 
countryside and in the streets. 


The path to be pursued is not an easy one, but it is the only sure and safe one. 
The party organizations, the communists in general, have once more the task of 
mobilizing every effort, of Linking all the struggles and manifestations in a 
strong movement of the workers and the peoples masses which, raising high the 
banner of defense of the democratic legality and the April constitution, can de- 
mand and make possible the dismissal of the cabinet, the dissolution of the 
assembly of the republic and the holding of democratic elections. 
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MILITARY INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ANTI-DEFENSE MP IN NATO GROUP--The Social Democrats, by entering into their 
surprising election alliance with SF [Socialist People’s Party! and the Radical 
Liberals, have insured a place for an opponent of defense in the NATO parlia- 
mentary group while the defense compromise parties, CD [ Democ ratic Center | and 
the Christian People's Party, won't get in. Radical Liberal Jens Bilgrav- 
Nielsen is the man who will now take his place among the NATO politicians. The 
others are Social Democrats Lasse Budtz and Knud Damgaard, Conservative Palle 
Simonsen and Liberal Mette Madsen. [Text] [Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 22 Jan 82 p 5!) 6578 
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MILITARY DENMARK 


REORGANIZATION OF HOME GUARD WOMEN'S FORCES EXPECTED 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 22 Jan 82 p 7 


[Text | The women's corps of the Home Guard took it quite calmly that they were 
not mentioned in the proposed new Home Guard Act presented by Defense Minister 
Poul Sogaard to the defense agreement parties. At least for the time being. 


"It is much too early to comment on the proposed law," said the corps leader of 
the Women's Naval Corps, Captain Gurli Vido, to BERLINGSKE TIDENDE. ‘Personally 
I would rather have had the women's corps mentioned in the proposed law, as has 
been the case in the past. The three corps--the Danish Women's Army Corps. the 
Women's Air Corps and the Women's Naval Corps--are part of the Home Guard. 


"As things are organized now, the Women's Army Corps has regions, the Women's | 
Air Corps has sections and the Women's Naval Corps has districts, each headed by 

a woman, If these three corps are directly incorporated in the Home Guard these 

positions might disappear," said Gurli Vido. 


The corps leader stressed that the remarks on the proposed law said that the 
question of "maintaining the special women's corps in the long run will be taken 
up for review." 


While the proposed law is being given political consideration in Folketing the 
question cf the future of the women's corps and other matters will be debated by 
the Home Guard Command and the organizations affected. The remarks on the pro- 
posed law certainly don't suggest that an eventual phase-out of the three women's 
corps as independent corps under the Home Guard is just around the corner. 


The idea of eliminating the three women's corps and allowing their volunteer 
members and officers to become a direct part of the Home Guard under the same 
conditions previously prevailing for men volunteers in the Home Guard has been 
brought up before. But each time it has been shelved--partly for traditional 
and partly for administrative reasons. 


6578 
SO: 3106/54 


77 











MILITARY GREECE 


GOVERNMENT APPOINTS NEW MILITARY LEADERS 

Names, Biographies of Appointees 
Athens EXORMISI TIS KYRIAKIS in Greek 10 Jan 82 pl 
[Article by G. Papakhristos/ 


[Excerpts/ The government has brought about profound changes in the leadership 
of the Armed Forces through the appointment of the new members of the National 
Defense General Staff /G2EthA/ and its three branches--the Army, Navy and Air Force. 


The Supreme National Defense Council EA/ met last Monday at the Maximos mansion 
under the chairmanship of Premier and ense Minister Andreas Papandreou and the 
participation of Coordination Minister Ap. Lazaris, Foreign Affairs Minister G. 
Kharalambopoulos and Public Order Minister G. Skoularikis and appointed: 


a. Admiral Theodoros Degiannis, until then vice admiral and commander of the 
fleet, as GaathA chief. 


b. Lt Gen Dimitrios Paparopoulos, until then commanding general of the Third 
Army Corps, as chief of the Army General Staff. 


c. Vice Admiral Odyssevs Kapetos, until then commander of naval truining, as 
chief of the Navy General Staff. 


d. Air Force Lt Gen Nikolaos Kouris, until then G&EthA deputy chief, as chief of 
the Air Force General Staff. 


On Monday night Papandreou met in {his hone at/ Kastri the new chiefs to whom he 
expressed the confidence that they will perform satisfactorily the difficult tasks 
assigned to them. 


Promotions and Retirements 


On Tuesday ASEA met again under the chairmanship of A. Papandreou and the participa- 
tion of the new UEEthA Chief Degiannis and appointed [the following/ : 

Lieutenant General Kourkoufas as cc umanding general of the Army; Vice Admiral 
Rombatis as chief of the fleet; Air Force Lieutenant General Khatziris as chief 

of the 28th Tactical Air Command; Army Lieutenant General Karavanidis and Air Force 
Lieutenant General Trakakis, first and second GEEthA deputy chiefs respectively. 
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ASEA also appointed the following to the rank of lieutenant general: Vimblis as 
Army inspector general; Kasapidis as First Army Corps commander; Papanikolaou as 
Second Army Corps commander; Soundias as Third Army Corps commander; Demeotikhas 
as Fourth Army Corps commander; Panourgias as commander of the Higher Military 
Command for the Interior and the Islands /ASDEN/ and temporary Athens military 
(@istrict/ commander; Papanikolaou as deputy commander of the Army General Staff; 
and Vice Admiral Tsoutsanis as commander of the National Defense School. 


The ASEA meeting was preceded by a meeting of the General Staff Officers Council 
/SAGE7 under the chairmanship of new GZ&thA Chief Degiannis who retired the 
following: Lieutenant Generals Lambridis, Katsadimas, Ssretis and Dikaiakos; 
Major Generals Karousos, Saganas, Zervas, Malamas, Rossis, Kefalas, Ailianos, 
Polyzos, Polymeropoulos and Giannakopoulos; Rear Admirals Paizis, Maniadakis; 
Commodore Tapinis and Air Force Major Generals Thomopoulos and Soukoulis. 


SAGE promoted the following major generals to lieutenant general: Karavanidis, 
Soundias, Papanikolaou, Kasapidis and Panourgias; to rear admirals, Commodores 
Malliaris, Pappas and Giongezas; and to Air Force lieutenant generals, Khatziris 
and Trakakis, until now major generals. 


Cn the occasion of the changes in the leadership of the Armed Forces neutral 
observers pointed out that this represents a serious effort to renew the top of 
the Greek Officers' Corps pyramid. This effort--the same observers note--will 
provide the opportunity for a fast and normal development of the middle rank 
officers who have been "stagnated" for mamy years as a result of the long-term 
service of the previous Armed Forces leadership. 


The same observers pointed out that the change in the /military/ leadership will 
help many officers to use to best advantage their qualifications in the interest 
of the armed section of the Greek people. The new chiefs of staff have already 
assumed their duties. 


"Every iffort to Meet the Demands of the Times..." 


In an Order of the Day the new GHithA chief, Admiral Degiannis, after expressing his 
feelings over the honor bestowed upon him, declared that he will exert every effort 
to meet the demands of the times and the hopes of the government. 


"I am proud," he concludes, "and 1 know that 1 can count on the responsibility 
and the perseverance of each one of you to fulfill our great mission. 1 believe 
that, devoted to our military duty and working diligently, all of us will be 

able to give the Greek people the feeling of security it needs in order to be able 
to build a better future they so deserve." 


An Crder of the Day was also issued by the retiring GHithA chief, General Gratsios, 
who, after pointing out that "the Armed Forces, pride of the Greek nation, are 
today at an envious level in all sectors of their activity and constitute a 
guarantor of the country's security," pointed out that "it is everyone's duty to 
maintain the Armed Forces at their present level, to improve them without getting 
involved in nonmilitary activities and always in the service of the fatherland." 











Of a similar content was the Order of the Day issued by the retiring Army chief of 
staff, Lieutenant General Karagiannis. 


Biographical Sketches 


CdEthA Chief Theodoros Degiannis was born in 1926 in Khalkis and is married; 
officer for the first time (ensign) in 1948; graduate of the Superior Naval School 
and of other naval schools in Greece and abroad; speaks three languages (Mglish, 
French and Italisn); has served as commander of many naval craft and in various 
Navy staff positions; was honored with medals and decorations. 


Army General Staff chief, Lt Gen Dimitrios Panagopoulos, was born in 1928 in 
Aigialeia of Akhaia and is married, graduated from the Army Academy (Skholi 
Evelpidon) in 1928 as second lieutenant; is also a graduate of the Superior Arny 
Nar School and of other schools here and abroad; active commando paratrooper 
having served as commander of various army commando units and in various staff 
positions; was awarded two gold decorations for bravery and various other decora- 
tions and medals, 


Navy General Staff chief, Admiral Udysseas Kapetos, was born in 1930 in Tripolis, 
is married and has two children; graduated from the Naval Academy as ensign and 
also from the Superior Naval War School as well as from naval schools abroad; 

has served as commander of naval craft and in staff positions; was honored with 
medals and decorations. 


Air Force General Staff chief, Lt Gen Nikolaos Kouris, was born in Athens in 1930; 
is married and has two children; graduated in 1950 from the Air Force Academy 

as second lieutenant and from air force schools abroad; has served as commander 

of squadrons and in staff positions; has been awarded various medals and decorations. 


(ther Biographical Data 
Athens TO VIMA in Greek 8 Jan 82 p 8 


Naty t7 Lt Gen Vasilis Kourkafas was appointed commanding general of the Army. 

1 April 19677 junta had retired him but he returned to active duty in 
1975. He was born at Xylokastro of Korinthia and entered the Army Academy in 
November 1946. He also graduated from the Superior Army War School and the 
National Defense School. He was awarded five gold medals for bravery and served 
as commander of the 12th Infantry Division and the Third Special Forces Division. 
Later he served as commander of the Athens /district/ military administration, in 
commando units and in various staff positions. 


Lt Gen Pandelis Kasapidis was appointed First Army Corps commiuder. He was born 
in Kallithea. He entered the Army Academy in 197 and also graduated from the 
Superior Army War School and the ational Defense School. He commanded artillery 
units and served in various staff positions. He was served as military attache 
in the Greek !mbassy in Ankara. 


Lt Gen Athanasios Papanikolaou was appointed Second Army Vorps commander. He was 
born in Pyrgos of Ypati. He entered the Army Academy in 196 and is a graudate 
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of the Superior Army War School, the National Defense School and the U.S. Staff 
Commanders School. He fought in Korea and has served as commander of the lth 
Infantry Division. He also commanded Army units and served in staff positions and 
as second deputy chief of the Army General Staff. 


Lt Gen Anastasios Soundias--the "tactical brain" of the armored units--was appointed 
Third Army Corps commander. He was born in 1927 in Piraeus. He matriculated in 
the Army Academy in 1947 and is also a graduate of the Superior Army War School 

and the National Defense School. He served as military attache in the Greek 

Embassy in Washington and later became commander of the 20th and 2lst Armored 
Brigades. 


Lt Gen Dimitrios Demestikhas was appointed Fourth Army Corps commander. The junta 
had retired him but he returned to active duty in 1974. He was born in 1927 in 
the area of Kotrona of Lakonia. He entered the Arm Academy in 1946 and is also 

a@ graduate of the Superior Army War School and the, National Defense School. He 
was honored with the gold decoration for bravery and has served as commander of the 
Sixth Infantry livision and as first deputy chief of the Army General Staff. He 
has commanded infantry units and served in staff positions. 


Infantry Lt Gen Panagiotis Panourgias was appointed ASDEN commander and temporary 
Athens Military {Mistrict/ commander. He was born in Salonica in 192). He entered 
the Army Academy in January 1948 and graduated from the Superior Army war School. 
He was honored with the gold decoration for bravery. He has served as commander 
of the llth Infantry Division, the Third Special Forces Division and of commando 
units. He also served in various staff positions. 


Air Force Lt Gen Joannis Khatziris was appointed commander of the Tactical Air 
Force Command in Larisa. He was born in Athens in 1933 and became /Air Force/ 
second lieutenant in 1955. In 1980 he was promoted to major general. He is also 
a graduate of the Air Force war School. He was served as trainer-pilot and as 
operations officer and squadron commander. He served as: staff section chief 

and director of the staff office of the General Air Force Staff; as wing commander; 
as commandant of the Air Force War School and as Air Force inspector general. 

He has served in the Tactical Air Forces Command /ATA/ and as first assistant to 
ATA chief and later as ATA chief, 


Vice Admiral Anastasios Rombotis was appointed fleet commander. He was born in 
Kerkyra in 1929 and graduated as engisn in 1951 and in May 1961 was promoted to 
rear admiral. He attended the U.S. Naval Academy and the NATO Defense School in 
Italy. Originally he served as mate on the destroyer “Adrias" and as commander of 
troop carriers "Axios" and "Akheloos," of the gunboat "Arsanoglou," the oil tanker 
"Arethousa" and the destroyers "Sfendoni" and "Yelos." He also served as director 
of the Salamis Naval Arms Directorate, in many staff positions and as director of 
the Navy General Staff chief's office. He served in the NATO Command in Naples, 
Italy, as chief Greek officer and as director of the Fourth Section of the National 
Defense Ueneral Stafl. 
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Navy, Air Force Leaders 
Athens TO VIMA in Greek 12 Jan 82 p 8 


/®xcerpt/ Rear Admiral Nik. Pappas, commander of the destroyer "Velos," was 
appointed deputy chief of the Naval General Staff by decision of the minister of 
national defense. 


With the same decision the minister /Papandreou/ appointed Rear Admiral P. 

Maliaris as naval training commander and temporary commandant of the Naval Acadeny. 
Rear Admiral A. Giokezas was appointed to GEEthA and temporarily to the Adminis- 
trative Command Office. 


Air Force Maj Sen Ioannis Marinakis was appointed deputy chief of the Air Force 
General Staff; Maj Gen A. Karadimas was appointed Air Force training commander; 
Maj Gen Dim. Apoetolakis was appointed chief of staff of the Tactical Air Force 
and Maj Gen G. Triandafyllos, Air Force inspector. 


Finally, Major Generals Vimagogiannis and Deligiorgis were appointed to the Air 
Force Materiel Administration and GEEthA respetively. 
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GENERAL GREECE 


PAPATHANASIOU APPOINT!D NSW DaMOCRACY DIRECTOR 
Athens TO VIMA in Greek 19 Jan 82 p 8 


/Text/ A retired lieutenant general who as governor of the Greek General Eank-- 
during the ND government--had provoked sharp criticism by the then major opposition 
(PASOK) was appointed director general of the New Democracy Party. He is Periklis 
Papathanasiou, retired lieutenant general, former governor of the General Bank 

and of the "sister" institutions of the Army Pension Fund and the /Army/ Hospital. 


The new ND director was born in Lavka of Korinthia in 1920 and fought in the 
Albanian front, the Middle East and the Aegean Islands as a member of the Sacred 
Company--for which he was awarded five decorations for bravery--and has contributed 
in establishing the Mountain Raider Company /L0K/. He was commander of the Third 
Commandoes Battalion, served in Tokyo as a Greek member of the UN mission and was 
the first commander of the Greek Paratroopers Corps. He also served as chief 

of staff of the Evros Army. He was retired by the dictatorship in 1968 and was 
imprisoned and exiled for 3 years. From September 1971 until the /fall of the 
junta and the/ restoration of democracy, he lived abroad. 


The office of the president of the republic announced that Lt. Gen. Georgios 
Vorrias was recalled to active army service and was appointed director of the 
military office of the president of the republic. 
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GENERAL GREECE 


COMMENTS ON ERT PURCHASE OF SOVIET FILMS 
Athens ELEVTHEROS KOSMOS in Greek 18 Jan 82 p 2 


[®&xcerpt/ A lady editor of a pro-government newspaper is at long last filled with 
enthusiasm about Greek Radio and TV /ERT/ getting Soviet TV films following a 
visit of two EXT officials to Moscow and about their being telecast soon. It is 
her right of course to prefer a dictated state culture. But she did not limit 
herself in her explosive enthusiasm. She felt it necessary to use the occasion 

to tell us about other things which show that either she herself is not well 
informed or someone of the ignorant and unrelated commissars of the station got 
her into it by supplying her with a bundle of inaccuracies. She wrote, for 
instance: 


"Perhaps we did not purchase /films of7 more hours in order not 
to 'take by surprise' the Greek public which is used /sic/ to 
being entertained by socialist shows... Perhaps in order not to 
have the 'rightists' hurl accusations that as soon as it assumed 
power PASOK installed a 'red' TV. Perhaps also because no agree- 
ment for cultural exchanges has yet been signed with Russia since 
all these films we purchased will not be paid for in foreign 
exchange, as was done until now, but will be exchanged for Greek 
films--something widely practiced among other countries which do 
buy in kind instead of with money. Our previous TV authorities 
believed that the Greek produced programs were of interest to no 
one else except the Greeks... The first contacts by the new 
administration have proved this assessment to be wrong. Proof 
of it is that Russia showed a strong interest in the Greek 
productions and has already chosen to telecast a series from 

the project 'ERT in Northern Greece.'” 


There is a trap somewhere, since exchanges in kind are taking place only in 

Eastern Zurope for two reasons: One is that in those countries no private 
producers exist. All programs are produced by the state which can of course be 
indifferent to monetary trade exchanges. The second reason is that the eastern 
states produce TV programs exclusively within the framework of their propaganda 
which they have every reason of course to spread to other countries. We even 
wonder why these countries do not pay for broadcasting it but are accepting 
exchanges. but with what do they exchange their productions? They exchange them 
with our programs which either serve our own propaganda goals or, in any event, 

are to them insignificant. The lady editor of the pro-government newspaper informs 











us that Soviet TV has purchased a Greek series from the telecast "ERT in Northern 
Greece" whose aim is to project the problems of the area rather than to advertise 
our country. She further writes: 


"...to consider an extreme case, even the United States could 
accept Greek programs to some degree especially when we are loaded 
with so many useless American TV films. Yes, useless. Jvery:\ay 
more such films are 'being discovered' in the ERT film library 

as well as other, many other, programs which no one can under- 
stand the reason for buying..." 


Svidently she does not know that the American TV channels do not produce their TV 
films but buy such productions from private producers just as we do here in Greece. 
How can exchanges be made under such conditions and with whom? 


As concerns the useless American programs in ERT's storerooms, someone should 
inforr her that the person who procured them is not a rightist but somebody very 
friendly to the present ERT administration. 


With regard to her peevish remark that the "Right" will accuse PASOK as soon as 

it came to power of installing a "red" TV since it procured Soviet films, we have 
this to say: First, the "Right" has no objection at all to learning about the 
cultural and daily life of the Soviet society. But does it believe sincerely that 
the Soviet propaganda-filled broadcasts will present /this life7 as it is? Or will 
they give us a sugar-coated, false picture as happened with Poland also before 

its misery was exposed? We shall see. Second, the corresponding American series 
never hesitate to bring to the surface all the shortcomings of the American 
society, in fact, many times in a way that touches the limits of exaggeration. 
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GENERAL GREECE 


POLITICAL MOTIVES SGUGHT IN SYRIAN STUDENT'S MURDER 
Athens ELEVTHEROTYPIA in Greek 18 Jan 82 pp 1, 13 
[Article by K. Psaltiras: "Political Assassination in Athens"7 


[Text/ Ismail Suel Ali, 28, graduate of the Medical School and pre« ‘dent of the 
Syrian Students /Association/ in Athens was found dead in his apartment in 
Pangrati from hatchet blows to the head and other parts of his body. The police 
are looking for the unknown killer or killers among the victim's political enemies 
Since most of the possibilities are that this is political assassination. 


The possibility of a political assassination is reinforced by the fact that Ali 
was a cadre of the governing Baath Party and had developed intensive activity among 
the Arab students in Greece. It was considered certain that upon his return to 

his country he would assume a high political puvsition. According to reports, 
moreover, the chief of the Syrian Intelligence Service, a general, is his uncle. 


There was Fighting 


The Syrian student was found dead in his 2nd floor apartment at 1 Ofondos St., 
Pangrati, at midnight Saturday by student compatriots of his. He was found on his 
back in the kitchen with blows to the head and other parts of the body. He wore 
pajamas and, according to the coroner, the killing was dons with 2 small hatchet 
or axe. A fight between the killer or killers and the victim must have taken 
place because there were traces of blood not only in the kitchen but also on 
furniture, walls, clothes and other rooms of the apartment. The weapon was not 
found at the scene. It appears that the perpetrator took it with him. 


According to the coroner's examination, the crime must have been committed 3-) 
days before the body was found. The victim lived alone in the apartment and was 
found when his countrymen went looking for him. Specifically, one of his fellow 
students went to his apartment but found the door locked. He then went to a 
fellow countryman who had a key to the apartment and they were thus able to open 
the door and find the dead body. 


Robbery is excluded as a motive since money and other valuables were untouched in 
the apartment. The victim had a Greek girlfriend from Volos. He was short 
fof an examination in/ a subject for his diploma. 

















Ali had developed intense activity and recently had given a lecture in Salonica 
avainst Sadat and the governing regime in Egypt. He was a follower of President 
/Hafiz al-/ Assad and a Baath Party cadre. He belonged to a family whose members 
Occupy important positions in the Syrian state machinery. According to our 
information, there exist in Athens two societies of Syrian students. The largest, 
of which the victim was president, supports the minority of the Baath Party which 
is banned in Svria and is persecuted by the government. 


Palestinians in Athens said in answer to questions that they are sure that it was 
a political assassination but could not name the nationality of the killers. They 
did not exclude also the case of the perpetrators of the crime being IJraquis or 
Israelis nor the case being the result of a political feud between the two Baath 
fronts. 


The Syrian Embassy which SLEVTHEROTYPIA contacted late at night refused to give 
anv information on the crine or on possible motives. 
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NO ANTI-AMERICAN FEELINGS STRESSED 
Athens TO VIMA in Greek 15 Jan 82 p 8 


t T7 is so bad and underdeveloped 
that an elementary improvement would need the help of many people as well as more 
labor than that needed to write a book," said ERT Assistant Director General Vasilis 
Vasilikos who together with Direc’or General Giorgos Romaios recently gave an 


interview to Associated Press correspondent Cilian Whitaker. 


/Sxcerpt7 "The situation in the Greek Radio and TV ~ 


Both stated that from their very first day in ERT which employs 2,500 persons they 
found an unbelievable organizational chaos. "For example,” they said, "we 
discovered that most of the personnel was hired not on the basis of qualifications 
but to satisfy a politician's demand... Persons who were hired as guards or 
doormen became assistant producers or office employees." 


One future plan calls for converting the present armed forces TV channel into 
ERT 2 which under the same political "umbrella" will become a channel for enter- 
tainment while ERT will continue televising news and general information. 


"We are not anti-American," Romaios pointed out during the interview. "It is 
simply that during the previous administration 90 percent of the telecast serials 
were old American programs and this should change. Quality costs a lot of money 
and we have decided to pay the price." 


In any event, no one seems to think about ERT possibly becoming a private enter- 
prise, states the report of the Associated Press which concludes: "In a country 
like Greece," said Romaios, “which has experienced so mich political turmoil, it 
would be too early to let such a strong weapon like TV fall into private hands..." 
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GENERAL GREECE 


BRIEFS 


NEW MINISTERIAL COUNCIL SECRETARY--By decision of Premier A. Papandreou, I. 
Mantzouranis was appointed secretary of the Ministerial Council. He was born in 
Athens in 1952 and studied law and political science at the Universities of 
Athens, Ponn and Frankfurt where he took graduate courses in public law. He was 
also assistant lecturer in the First Chair of Constitutional Law of the Athens 
University Law School. /Text/ /Athens 1 VRADYNI in Greek 19 Jar 82 p 8/7 7520 
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